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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 

 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

June 21, 2011 

 
The Architectural Review Board meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chair 
Richard Rieck. 
 
Board members present: Richard Rieck, Mark Paschke and Tom Richart 
 
Absent: Tom Bartlein and Frank Lorbecki 
 
Staff/Officials present: Director of Planning and Development Michael A. Rambousek, 
Building Inspector Tom Johnson and Administrative Secretary Deborah A. Brown 
 
Others present: Mark Gall-Grafton Gladiators  
  

HEAR PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD  
None 
 

MINUTES 
 

Motion by Frank Lorbecki, seconded by Tom Richart, to approve the 
minutes of the May 31, 2012 Architectural Review Board meeting, as 
presented. Approved unanimously. 
 

Approval of the April and May 2012 Building Inspector’s Inspection/ 

Assessment Report 
 

Motion by Frank Lorbecki, seconded by Tom Richart, to approve the April 
and May 2012 Inspection/Assessment Report. Approved unanimously. 

 
Tom Johnson, Building Inspector stated that as of today there were 500 permits 
issued for Grafton and Saukville. He stated that this combined total was 75 percent 
ahead of last year’s figures.  
 

 

RESIDENTIAL PLAN REVIEW 
A. Tim O’Brien-New Single Family Home-Lot 93, Blackhawk Valley 

      Phase IV 
 
The architectural plans were reviewed for construction of a new 
single family home to be located at 2154 Yuma Street, Lot 93, 
Blackhawk Valley Subdivision, Phase IV. 

  
The Architectural Review Board held a short discussion on adding a 
window or door on the on the left elevation.  
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Motion by Tom Richart, seconded by Frank Lorbecki, to approve the 
architectural plans for a new single family home at 2154 Yuma Street, 
known as Lot 93, Blackhawk Valley Subdivision, Phase IV subject to 
adding a window or door on the left elevation. Approved unanimously. 

 

COMMERCIAL PLAN REVIEW 

A. Review and consideration of architectural plans requested by Grafton  

      Water and Wastewater Utility for a proposed utility storage facility   

      replacement to be located at 1900 Ninth Avenue 
Director of Planning and Development Michael A. Rambousek gave an updated 
report on the utility project. He explained that the applicant, Jon Wallenkamp 
Kueny Architects, LLC could not be in attendance at tonight’s meeting due to an 
emergency but the project is returning to the Architectural Review Board from the 
May 31, 2012 requesting final review and consideration of architectural plans for a 
storage garage facility for the Grafton Water and Wastewater Utility located at 
1900 Ninth Avenue. Director Rambousek stated that prior to this meeting he spoke 
with Mr. Wallenkamp’s firm and told them that he would present the project to the 
Architectural Review Board and address and questions or concerns. He would 
then provide any concerns or comments by the Architectural Review Board to Mr. 
Wallenkamp.     
 
Director Rambousek indicated that at the previous meeting the Planning and 
Development Staff and the Architectural Review Board recommended further 
modifications to the north building elevation as well as the other elevations to 
create better architectural details on this elevation, the removal of the transom 
windows, the addition of an overhang over to the mezzanine windows, the addition 
of lintel and sill details above and below the doors and windows, the removal of 
upper banding on the north elevation, and the use of more brick on the building.  
 
Director Rambousek explained that the building design has now been modified to 
be more consistent with the Planning and Development Staff and Architectural 
Review Board comments. The primary material is now a tan king-sized brick 
(previously smoothed face block) with split-faced block banding and basing and 
precast lintels/sills for every window. All transom windows have now been removed 
and replaced with the precast headers that are located above the regular doors 
and garage doors, in most cases running continuously and only slightly rising two 
feet for the tallest garage door. There is also a band of light-tan split-faced block 
that provides a transition nexus from the tan split-faced block base to the tan king-
sized brick. 

 
Director Rambousek also noted that due to the change in property grade at the 
front of the building, the accent banding that occurs by split-faced block at the top 
of each accent columns does not correspond in the proper linear plane. Therefore, 
this accent banding should simply be removed. In addition, so the north and south 
elevations remain similar, the accent banding in the accent columns on each side 
of the south elevation should also be removed.  
 
Director Rambousek added that overall the updated plans are a major upgrade to 
the previously reviewed plans and all requested modifications by the Planning and 
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Development Staff and Architectural Review Board have been made. He then 
recommended the approval of the revised architectural plans for the utility garage 
facility to be located at 1900 Ninth Avenue for the Grafton Water and Wastewater 
Utility with the following conditions: 1) the removal of the accent bandings at the 
top of the accent columns on the north and south elevations and 2) the screening 
of all roof equipment.  

 

Motion by Frank Lorbecki, seconded by Tom Richart, to approve the revised 
architectural plans requested by Kueny Architects, LLC for a proposed utility 
storage garage facility to be located at the Grafton Water and Wastewater Utility, 
1900 Ninth Avenue, subject to the following conditions: 1) the removal of the 
accent bandings at the top of the accent columns on the north and south 
elevations and 2) the screening of all roof equipment. Approved unanimously 
 

Review and consideration of architectural plans of an addition to shed for Grafton 

Gladiators located at 1629 11
th

 Avenue 
Director Rambousek stated that the applicant, Mark Gall, Director of Football Operations 
for Grafton Gladiators, is requesting Architectural Review Board consideration of 
architectural plans for a 360 square addition to an existing 1,008 square feet storage and 
equipment shed for the Grafton Gladiators. The addition will bring the total size in area of 
the shed to 1,368 square feet.  
 
Director Rambousek further noted that the existing shed is located at John F. Kennedy 
Elementary School on the south end of the property with a small drive that provided 
vehicular access from Maple Street. Since the proposed addition is not a street side 
elevation addition, a majority of the shed already exists on the site and there is existing 
vehicular ingress/egress, the project will only require Architectural Review Board 
consideration of the proposed architectural plans.  
 
Mark Gall the Director of Football Operations for the Grafton Gladiators then reviewed the 
project and material samples with the Architectural Review Board.  
 
The Architectural Review Board members had no concerns with the project.  
 

Motion by Tom Richart, seconded by Frank Lorbecki, to approve the architectural 
plans requested by Mark Gall on behalf of the Grafton Gladiators for proposed 360 
square foot addition to an existing shed located at 1629 11

th
 Avenue as submitted. 

Approved unanimously. 
 

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 

ADJOURN 
Motion made by Tom Richart, seconded by Frank Lorbecki, to adjourn the 
meeting at 5:28 p.m. Approved unanimously. 


