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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

AUGUST 22, 2012 
 
The Parks and Recreation Board meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Board 
Member Jim Miller 
 
Members present:  Jim Miller, David Antoine, Bob Nowak, Celia Albers and Joe 
Hildebrand 
 
Absent: Meg Canepa and David Liss 
 
Staff / Officials present:  Director of Parks and Recreation John Safstrom and 
Administrative Secretary Sheryl Prohuska 
 
 
Director Safstrom requested that a motion be made to appoint a Chair pro-tem due to 
Chair Canepa's absence. 
 

Motion by Trustee Antoine, seconded by Celia Albers, to appoint member 
Jim Miller as Chair pro-tem in Chair Canepa's absence. Approved 
unanimously.  

 
MINUTES 

Motion by Trustee Antoine, seconded by Celia Albers, to approve the July 
18, 2012 Parks and Recreation Board meeting minutes. Approved 
unanimously.  

 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None 
 
SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT AT LIME KILN PARK 
Board members reviewed a Special Event Application, submitted by the Grafton Blues 
Association, requesting use of Lime Kiln Park on Friday and Saturday, September 7 
and 8, 2012, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. for their annual Paramount Blues Festival. 
 
Director Safstrom stated the Grafton Blues Association has been a good user of the 
park system in the past, and that fees have been waived in lieu of a donation that was 
made for the paving of the road in Lime Kiln Park. 
 

Motion by Jim Miller, seconded by Joe Hildebrand, to allow the request by 
the Grafton Blues Association to hold the annual Paramount Blues 
Festival at Lime Kiln Park on September 7 and 8, 2012. Approved 
unanimously. 
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SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT AT THE PARAMOUNT PLAZA 
Board members reviewed a Special Event Application, submitted by Celebrate Grafton, 
requesting use of the Paramount Plaza on Friday and Saturday, October 12 and 13, 
2012, for Pumpkin Fest. 
 
Director Safstrom stated there will be a cyclo-cross race in Lime Kiln Park that will 
conclude by 3:00 p.m. No other events are planned in the park. He stated the pancake 
breakfast will be held at The Heart of Grafton Restaurant. 
 
Director Safstrom stated Celebrate Grafton has been a good user of the park system in 
the past and that fees have been waived for use of the Plaza. 
 

Motion by Bob Nowak, seconded by Trustee Antoine, to allow the request 
by the Celebrate Grafton Committee to hold Pumpkin Fest at Lime Kiln 
Park on October 12 and 13, 2012. Approved unanimously. 

 
NEW PROGRAM REQUEST - PICKLE BALL 
Director Safstrom reported that Village resident, Dave Stencel, has requested the 
Department offer a Pickle Ball program. 
 
Director Safstrom explained the game of Pickle Ball and reported that the communities 
of Cedarburg and Port Washington currently offer this program. Mr. Stencel is currently 
participating in the program. 
 
Celia Albers questioned whether the Village has a place to offer this program. Director 
Safstrom replied he is unsure of where this could be offered, as significant lines have to 
be painted for official courts. 
 
Director Safstrom stated he would like to work with Mr. Stencel in the research of a 
location and present an update at the October Parks and Recreation Board meeting. 
 

Motion by Celia Albers, seconded by Trustee Antoine, to allow Director 
Safstrom to being research and planning of a Pickle Ball program. 
Approved unanimously. 

 
BENCHMARK MEASUREMENTS 
Director Safstrom reported that, as the beginning of the new school year approaches, pool 
attendance has declined within the last couple of weeks. Staff is beginning to leave 
because of sports commitments and preparations for school. The last day of operation will 
be Sunday, August 26. 
 
Board members had no other comments regarding the Department’s monthly benchmarks 
report. 
 
PARK AND OPEN SPACE FUND/PARK AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES FUND 
REPORT 
Board members had no comments regarding the Department’s monthly report.  
OLD BUSINESS  
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Trustee Antoine reported that the Village Board tabled the denial of a request from Marla 
Zahn to grow a community garden in the 14th Avenue right-of-way. Ms. Zahn is exercising 
her rights under adverse possession that indicates the Zahn family has easement rights to 
the Village property that borders the Zahn family property. Trustee Antoine stated Village 
Attorney Michael Herbrand recommended the Village resolve this issue with Ms. Zahn 
prior to any other action. 
 
Jim Miller stated he noticed the basketball court project at Veterans Memorial Park has 
been completed. Trustee Antoine stated they did a nice job with the landscaping. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Celia Albers stated the Senior Friendship Club is busy preparing for the Multipurpose 
Senior Center's 30th anniversary celebration. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Trustee Antoine reported that Grillin' in Grafton, recently held on August 17 and 18, was 
very well attended. He commended the efforts by Director Safstrom in making this event a 
success. Trustee Antoine stated Centennial Park was a nice venue for the event. 
 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Bob Nowak, seconded by Joe Hildebrand, to adjourn at 6:37 
p.m. Approved unanimously. 


