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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2012 
 
The Parks and Recreation Board meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m. by Senior 
Coordinator/Recreation Supervisor Karin Sevener 
 
Members present:  David Antoine, David Liss, Joe Hildebrand and Celia Albers 
 
Absent: Meg Canepa, Jim Miller and Bob Nowak 
 
Staff / Officials present:  Director of Parks and Recreation John Safstrom, Senior 
Coordinator/Recreation Supervisor Karin Sevener and Administrative Secretary Sheryl 
Prohuska 
 
Others: None 
 
Karin Sevener requested that a motion be made to appoint a Chair pro-tem due to 
Chair Canepa's absence. 
 

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Celia Albers, to appoint Trustee 
Antoine as Chair pro-tem in Chair Canepa's absence. Approved 
unanimously.  

 
MINUTES 
Trustee Liss requested the August 22, 2012 minutes be amended to reflect a correction 
in the motion to approve the Special Event Permit at the Paramount Plaza. The motion 
should be changed to reflect that the request was made by Celebrate Grafton to hold 
the annual Pumpkin Fest at the Paramount Plaza on Friday and Saturday, October 12 
and 13, 2012. 

 
Motion by Ceil Albers, seconded by Joe Hildebrand, to approve the 
August 22, 2012 Parks and Recreation Board meeting minutes with the 
above changes. Approved unanimously.  

 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None 
 
SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT AT LIME KILN PARK ON OCTOBER 13 
Board members reviewed a Special Event Application submitted by Celebrate Grafton 
requesting to hold the Pumpkin Cross Bike Race in Lime Kiln Park on October 13, 
2012. 
 

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Antoine, to allow Celebrate 
Grafton to hold the Pumpkin Cross Bike Race at Lime Kiln Park on 
October 13, 2012. Approved unanimously. 
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SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT AT THE PARAMOUNT PLAZA ON NOVEMBER 18 
Board members reviewed a Special Event Application submitted by the Grafton Area 
Chamber of Commerce requesting to hold the Community Tree Lighting at the 
Paramount Plaza on November 18, 2012. Trustee Antoine stated this year’s holiday 
theme is called “Sounds of the Season”. 
 

Motion by Ceil Albers, seconded by Joe Hildebrand, to allow the Grafton 
Area Chamber of Commerce to hold the Community Tree Lighting at the 
Paramount Plaza on November 18, 2012. Approved unanimously. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Summer School Programming 
Director Safstrom stated he has met with the School District to discuss their Summer 
School programming. He stated the Department and School District will meet prior to 
the summer season to ensure residents are offered programming that will continue to 
be successful for both the District and the Department.  
 
Pickle Ball 
Trustee Antoine asked for an update on the request to start a Pickle Ball program. 
Director Safstrom replied gymnasium availability has been difficult to find during the 
school year, and he will attempt to offer this program during the summer months. 
 
Adult Volleyball 
Joe Hildebrand questioned if the Department’s adult volleyball league will be moving to 
another location. Karin Sevener replied the program will continue to be offered at John 
Long Middle School. Trustee Liss asked if the Department has to pay for janitorial staff. 
Karin Sevener replied the program concludes before 10:00 p.m.; therefore, janitorial 
staff is not required. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Director Safstrom stated he would like to schedule a Parks and Recreation Board meeting 
to discuss the Department’s 2013 budget prior to October 8.  
 
Karin Sevener invited Board Members to attend the Multipurpose Senior Center’s 30th 
Anniversary celebration during the week of October 29. 
 
Karin Sevener stated that the Village of Grafton is hosting the Polar Express event this 
year at the Grafton Fire House on Saturday, December 15, 2012. 
 
Trustee Antoine questioned why a tree was removed in Lime Kiln Park prior to the 
Paramount Blues Festival. The tree in question was located north of the kilns in front of 
the concert stage area. Director Safstrom replied he discussed this request with Peter 
Raymond from the Grafton Blues Association, and it was determined that the silver maple 
tree was dead at the top and was in a dying state. Mr. Safstrom stated the Blues 
Association has offered to purchase another tree for the park. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
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None 
 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Joe Hildebrand, to adjourn at 6:32 
p.m. Approved unanimously. 


