
 
 

VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

PUBLIC ARTS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

APRIL 8, 2013 
 
Chair Erin Blum called the Public Arts Board meeting to order at 5:17 p.m. 
 
Public Arts Board members present: Erin Blum, Trustee Dave Antoine, Joan Warwick, Mary 
Mendla, and Paula Christensen 
 
Public Arts Board members excused: Jay Batista and Robert Wagner 
 
Staff / Officials present: Administrative Assistant Katie Salatto 
 
Others Present: Kris and Peter Raymond (5:24 p.m.) from Record Events Entertainment   
 
MINUTES 
Erin Blum stated that the Performance Event section of the minutes should reflect that she 
checked into the Black Swan’s pricing, not Jay Batista.  
 
Ms. Blum stated that the Bridge Street dam section of the minutes should reflect that Sue Hass 
was not present at the meeting with Professor Dudley Outcalt.  
 

Motion by Mary Mendla, seconded by Joan Warwick, to approve the minutes of 
the March 11, 2013 Public Arts Board meeting, as amended. Approved 
unanimously. 

 
HEAR PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None. 
 
PERFORMANCE EVENT IDEAS  
Mary Mendla explained that her son’s improvisation show will cost $1,500 in addition to lodging 
for the performers. The board discussed lodging options which included Baymont and Hampton 
Inn and Suites.  
 
Joan Warwick stated that Jay Batista found out that the Milwaukee Ale House will host the event 
for free in the upstairs area of the restaurant. Erin Blum stated that the seating will allow for 150 
guests. Everyone agreed that the Milwaukee Ale House could be a great location. 
 
The board re-discussed date options from past meetings, including Thanksgiving weekend. 
Joan Warwick stated that hotels may not offer discounted rates for the performers around the 
holidays. Paula Christensen stated that she would ask Jay Batista to check into dates for the 
Milwaukee Ale House for the third weekend in October through Christmas.  
 
Kris Raymond from Record Events Entertainment stated that the Black Swan should not cost as 
much as previously stated in the past minutes. Ms. Raymond agreed to look into pricing issues 
with Bill Hass from the Black Swan to see if they could work something out. Ms. Raymond 



offered other event ideas which included: a cello trio, a big-swing band, and a film screening 
event.  
 
Mary Mendla explained that the Public Arts Board's intent is to stay working with Record Events 
Entertainment; however there is an extremely low budget for any ideas brought to them. Ms. 
Raymond stated that the board could use her company solely for advertising purposes. Erin 
Blum pointed out that the board is torn on whether or not it can afford Ms. Raymond’s services.  
 
The board continued to discuss additional event ideas, which included wine and beer tasting. 
Kris Raymond stated that she works closely with Sprecher and that the Public Arts Board could 
pursue them as an event sponsor. Ms. Raymond pointed out that the Public Arts Board would 
not receive revenue from beer and wine sales should it be held at the Milwaukee Ale House.  
 
The board agreed that the first three weeks in November would be the ideal time to hold the 
event. They discussed holding the event at Kapco’s K-Nation location, in NSAA, or at the Arts 
Mill.  
 
BRIDGE STREET DAM LIGHTING PROJECT - UPDATE 
Erin Blum stated that the MSOE student presentations will be held on Monday, April 15, 2013, at 
2:00 p.m. She stated that Dave Murphy and she would be in attendance. She welcomed 
everyone from the board to join. Ms. Blum stated that she would e-mail directions to everyone. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Joan Warwick stated that she will not be present for the next meeting, as she will be out of town. 
 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Erin Blum, seconded by Mary Mendla, to adjourn at 6:06 p.m. Approved 
unanimously.  

 


