
VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

PUBLIC ARTS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

August 12, 2013 
AMENDED* 

 
Chair Erin Blum called the Public Arts Board meeting to order at 5:17 p.m. 
 
Public Arts Board members present: Erin Blum, Mary Mendla, Robert Wagner, Jay 
Batista, and Paula Christenson (arrived 5:24 p.m.)  
 
Public Arts Board members excused: Joan Warwick and Trustee Dave Antoine 
 
Staff present: Village Administrator Darrell Hofland and Administrative Assistant 
Christine Stannis 
 
Public present: Bill Hass  
 
HEAR PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None  
 
MINUTES 

Motion by Mary Mendla, seconded by Jay Batista to approve the minutes 
of the July 8, 2013 Public Arts Board meeting, as presented.   
 

Erin Blum has requested items be put in the minutes: at the Wine tasting and 
silent auction, there would be a 50/50 raffle, the cost for the performers would be 
$1500 and there will be the need for three hotel rooms for the performers, and 
the funds that are raised at the event would be allocated to the lighting of the 
dam.  
  
 Motion to approve minutes was approved unanimously. 
 
WINE TASTING AND SILENT AUCTION AT THE ARTS MILL ON SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 5 
Jay Batista has expressed his concern of trying to obtain a liquor license to sell wine at 
the event. If the license could not be obtained, the group has discussed alternatives to 
wine such as beer. The Arts Mill is restricted to two events per year to sell wine at that 
location. A suggestion was made to have five specialty beers and a sparkling wine. 
(Paula will look into this.)  
 
He and Sherry of Grapes and Tastes will be going to a Village Board meeting to ask for 
the license. Jay has indicated he will be following up with Kelly Popp, Village Clerk 
about the license.  
 



Jay Batista has suggested that he will draft a donation letter so when an artist drops off 
a piece of art to be donated, the artist will receive a thank you letter right away. The 
artist will need to indicate how much the art is valued at.  
 
A suggestion was made that Jay Batista keep track of who he contacts for a donation of 
art and to let the rest of the group know.  
 
As a reminder, Mary Mendla, has suggested that non-art donations are also accepted 
and Erin Blum thought this would be good to put in the newspaper.  
 
Jay Batista has asked if they will need tickets for this event. The group decided they will 
not need tickets for this event. The person at the door would use a stamp instead of 
tickets.  
 
A discussion was held about the poster that Jay Batista designed.  
 
Eric Blum will be asking for food donations for this event.  
 
Paula Christianson will be compiling bid sheets. Paula and Jay will be setting up the 
event.  Paula will need help with promoting the event. A suggestion was made to get the 
table cloths from Michael’s.  
 
There was discussion about bidding; what to start at for the donated pieces.  
 
COMEDY NIGHT AT NSAA FOR SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
Jay has printed 175 tickets for the event and will be dividing the tickets up for the Board 
members to sell.  
 
Mary Mendla has indicated that the NSAA theater will work for the actors and she will 
be bringing in her piano from home for them to use for the show. One of the performers 
will be bringing an amp to use for the show.  
 
A discussion was made about selling popcorn and cookies at the event.  
 
A suggestion was made to videotape the show but the actors would have to sign a 
release.  
 
The length of the program will be an hour and half with a 20 minute intermission.  
 
Mary Mendla will be asking the area hotels for three free rooms for the actors. If 
a hotel chooses to donate the hotel rooms; they will receive  a sponsorship and 
be on all promotional media.  
  
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 A.  DAM LIGHTING PROJECT UPDATE 



Les Blum, Dave Murphy, and Darrell Hofland are going to meet next Tuesday or 
Wednesday to discuss this lighting project. The Public Arts Board sold 33 Chinooks 
passes and received $163.00 toward the project The Board has decided to do this again 
next year.  
 
If there are excess funds from the dam lighting project, a suggestion was made to 
purchase a fountain for the Milwaukee River.   
 
Darrell Hofland did mention that Ralph Zaun bought a fountain for the Milwaukee River 
but was turned down by the Village Board to install the fountain.  
 
 B. FACEBOOK UPDATE  
Mary Mendla will design the new Facebook page soon. Please send all pictures of the 
dogs, rain barrels, and guitars for the new Facebook page to Mary.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. 2013 GUITAR ART SPONSORSHIP UPDATES 
Darrell Hofland made contact with several businesses and obtained five sponsors to 
date for the 2013 program. Some of these businesses stated that they would be 
interested in the three year commitment. The painted guitars are holding up well. 
 
Bill Haas has stated by the Paramount Plaza there is an old banner. A suggestion was 
made to take the banner down and possibly put up a smaller painted guitar. Darrell 
believes there is also one blank one in Village Hall.  
 
 B. 2014 LIST OF POSSIBLE PROJECTS 
The Board would like to support Poetry Paths for 2014. A suggestion was made to 
advertise on the Facebook page. Each year's stamps cost approximately $4000. At the 
September meeting, the Board will be developing a timeline for this project.  
 
The group will consider planning two Chinook games as a fundraiser.  
 
The yarn bomb of trees in Paramount Plaza has also been suggested and will be 
considered. This would be an artistic outlet for people who knit or crochet. Grafton Yarn 
Store and/or Michael’s may want to sponsor.  
 
 A suggestion was made to create a mosaic mural on a downtown building.  
 
 C. 2013 FUNDING UPDATE  
The Board reviewed the 2013 year-to-date funding report. 
 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Robert Wagner, seconded by Jay Batista, to adjourn at 6:20 
p.m. Approved unanimously. 


