
VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

AMENDED PUBLIC ARTS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

September 9, 2013 
 
Chair Erin Blum called the Public Arts Board meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Public Arts Board members present: Erin Blum, Mary Mendla, Robert Wagner, Jay 
Batista, and Trustee Dave Antoine  
 
Public Arts Board members excused: Joan Warwick and Paula Christenson  
 
Staff present: Village Administrator Darrell Hofland and Administrative Assistant 
Christine Stannis 
 
HEAR PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None  
 
MINUTES 

Motion by Trustee Antoine, seconded by Mr. Batista to approve the 
minutes of the August 12, 2013 Public Arts Board meeting, as presented.   
 

Erin Blum had a couple of corrections. Regarding the mention of a 50/50 raffle, the 
minutes should reflect that 50 percent of the auction sales go to the artist and the other 
half go to the Public Art Board. For the Comedy night, the minutes should state that the 
cost for the performers is $1,500. 
 
 Motion to approve minutes carried, with corrections.  
 
CRAFT BEER TASTING AND SILENT AUCTION AT THE ARTS MILL ON 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 
Jay Batista has obtained the alcohol permits. The alcohol permits were given to Erin 
from Jay. Jay has indicated that those permits must be on premise during the event. A 
question about a wine donation basket was acceptable. It is acceptable to have a wine 
donation basket be auctioned off.   
 
Trustee Antoine has asked about non-artist donations for the silent auction and where 
they can be dropped off. Those donation baskets can be dropped off at the Arts Mill. 
 
A thank you letter will be given to anyone who drops off an item for donation.  
 
Jay has paid for the permits himself and has given Administrator Hofland the receipts to 
be reimbursed.  
 



The Arts Mill has a wedding reception that night from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. and Jay will 
be arriving early to help the Arts Mill set up for the event.  
 
The Public Arts Board discussed how they would get the event details to outside 
residents.   
 
The Board is looking for donations of appetizers such as grapes or cheese.  
 
COMEDY NIGHT AT NSAA FOR SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
The Comedy Night poster was discussed and a few suggestions were made to make it 
easier to read. The Hampton Inn is all booked for that night. Mary Mendla has contacted 
the Baymont Inn and Suites and left a message for the manager. At this time the 
manager has not returned the phone call about the actors staying there free or at a 
discounted rate. Other hotels were talked about such as the Super 8 and Hotel Country 
Inn and Suites. Mary will keep working on the hotel accommodations for the actors.   
 
On the night of the event everyone will need to be at the venue early to help set up. Jay 
has offered to set up rounds tables and will get popcorn, cookies, soda, and water. 
Trustee Antoine has suggested using the popcorn machine from the Grafton Lions Club 
and he does not believe anyone will be using it until next summer.   
 
When the event is over, it was requested that everyone stay to help clean up as it would 
be appreciated.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 A.  DAM LIGHTING PROJECT UPDATE 
The bid specification for the dam lighting, pool, and the bridge railings are being 
designed. The specification should be ready by the end of October. The lighting of the 
waterfall and rails were the original idea and the Public Arts Board is asking for the bid 
to come back in three sections.  
 
This project should be done by the end of January.  
 
 B. FACEBOOK UPDATE  
The Facebook page has been started and should be up in two weeks. Mary Mendla has 
asked Village staff for the Grafton logo.  
 
 C.  BLANK GUITAR 
The Department of Public Works is going to measure the blank guitar and is waiting on 
those measurements. The painted guitar can be installed downtown. The blank guitar 
can be donated to the high school and they can paint it.   
 
 Motion by Mr. Batista, second by Trustee Antoine to have the painted guitar 
 installed downtown and not be put in the auction. Motion carried.  
 



 D. POETRY PATHS 
The Public Arts board is going to proceed with Poetry Paths contest for 2014. A 
timetable and other information will be updated from the last contest. An author may 
submit up to 10 poems and the author (if chosen) will receive $50 per poem.  
 
The Poetry Path will be added to the next meeting agenda and in January start the 
process for submissions. The contest will be posted on the Village website. A 
discussion about rather we have the rights to reproduce these poems, the answer was 
yes.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Jay Batista has suggested to put out a calendar for 2014 and add to event calendar. 
This would be to ensure events are not missed or collide with other communities events.   
 
Erin Blum has suggested to the Board about participating in the Taste of Grafton.  
This would give the Public Arts Board more exposure to let the public know that the 
Board exists. Board members have indicated that they know the organizers of the Taste 
of Grafton and could make contact to see about participating next year.  
  
Paula Christenson is going to resign from the Public Arts Board as of October. The 
Board members discussed recruitment efforts of future Board members and a business 
person may be the best fit.  
 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Trustee Antoine, seconded by Mr. Wagner, to adjourn at 6:10 
p.m. Motion carried. 


