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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

August 20, 2013 
 
The Public Safety Commission was called to order by Chair Jim Grant at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Commission members present: Chair Jim Grant, Trustee Sue Meinecke, Trustee Lisa 
Harbeck, Bob Wolf, and Joe Eernisse    
 
Staff present: Police Chief Charles Wenten, Director of Public Works/Village Engineer 
David Murphy, Fire Chief Bill Rice, and Administrative Assistant Patti Hofstad 
 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None 
 
REQUEST FOR HANDICAP PARKING SPOT / 1100 BLOCK OF BRIDGE STREET 
Brian Behrens was present to follow up on his request for a handicap parking spot in 
front of 1110 Bridge Street. He asked why three parking spots would have to removed. 
He noted the triangle area next to the requested spot is “dead space” and wondered 
why that area could not be utilized.  
 
Village Engineer Dave Murphy indicated that the triangle that was being referred to was 
necessary for the angled parking. He further indicated that three parking spots would be 
needed to insert two handicap spots, one with van access. He advised Mr. Behrens the 
north door of the building could be set up with a ramp for the handicap spot he already 
has in place in his back lot. Mr. Behrens noted that most customers enter through the 
south door. 
 
Chief Wenten discussed the possibility of 2 hour parking on Bridge Street, noting the 
inconsistencies on time limits in the downtown area. On Bridge Street east of Wisconsin 
Avenue, it is all 2 hour parking. This may alleviate some parking issues as now 
employees from area businesses are parking on Bridge Street all day during the week. 
 
After further discussion, it was decided to table this request until the September meeting 
when a comprehensive parking study and recommendation will be available for the 
downtown area.  
 
Chair Grant asked Mr. Behrens to consider installing a ramp for the handicap 
spot currently in his back lot. 
 

 Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Harbeck to table the 
request for a handicap spot until the September meeting.  Approved 
unanimously. 
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REQUEST FOR LAKEFRONT MARATHON  
Chief Wenten advised the Badgerland Striders have requested to begin their annual 
Lakefront Marathon Race at the high school on Sunday, October 5, 2013 beginning at 
7:30 a.m. They will be traveling on Cheyenne  Avenue to Falls Road.  
 
In order to ensure the safety and integrity at the race start, the police department will be 
supplying additional resources that will focus on the starting line area. The event 
planners are aware they will be charged back for this resource.  Town Commissioner 
Wolf stated there are 3,100 entries for this race. 
 

Motion by Trustee Harbeck, seconded by Trustee Meinecke to 
recommend the Village Board approve the request for the Lakefront 
Marathon Race, to be held on October 6, 2013, as presented.   Approved 
unanimously. 

 
REPORT OF BENCHMARK MEASUREMENTS 
Chief Wenten discussed the six months statistics as compared to last year. Directed 
patrols are up, in part due to the thefts from vehicles. Violent crimes are down from last 
year. It was noted there is quite an increase in rescue calls over last year. Chief stated 
an error was made in the July benchmarks, the 7/31/13 calls for service total should be 
12,389. 
 
OVERTIME / JUNE AND JULY 
In comparing totals for June and July, Chief advised the lowered July overtime was due 
to having an additional officer on the schedule, which has also significantly lowered shift 
movement. This will allow the school liaison officer to spend more time in the schools, 
as well as having an officer being designated more time in the drug unit. 
 
Trustee Meinecke inquired regarding the new construction at the high school, if Chief 
Wenten was in any discussions regarding safety and surveillance issues in the building. 
Chief advised he met with School Superintendent Lightner, and he is an advocate on 
security and will be working with the Police Department in the future on this issue. 
 
FIRE INSPECTIONS 
Town Commissioner Bob Wolf advised the Town of Grafton building inspector would 
like to be informed if the Fire Inspector has to re-visit a business that continues to be in 
non-compliance. The Town Building Inspector does have the right to close down the 
business. 
 
PROPOSED TOWN ORDINANCE / SIGNAGE ON DRIVEWAYS OVER 1000 FEET IN 
LENGTH TO ASSIST GRAFTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Commissioner Wolf indicated the Town of Cedarburg currently has an ordinance that 
mandates signage for driveways over 1000 feet in length. The Town of Grafton would 
like to move forward by adding this ordinance to include Town of Grafton residences.  
Currently there are more than 75 residences in the Town of Grafton that are 1000 feet 
or longer. 
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Fire Chief Rice voiced his approval of this request. Knowing the length of the driveway 
allows firefighters to pre-plan their strategy by knowing if they should lay hose at the 
beginning of the driveway, and which fire unit should respond in first.  He said it is a 
great system and backs it completely.  Fire Department personnel already have a map 
in place that designates the driveways that would need signs. 
 
When asked when this ordinance could go into effect, Commission Wolf believed it 
would be within the next two months. The Town would purchase the signs.   
 
Commission Wolf also made mention of legislature which mandates that 2 percent of 
fire insurance costs be given back to the municipalities. The Village of Grafton received 
over $38,000 from the State for fire services. Chair Grant asked Fire Chief Rice to follow 
up as to where these monies have been allocated. 
 
EMERGENCY DISPATCH TASK FORCE 
Chief Wenten briefed the committee on his recent meeting. Chief Resnick from North 
Shore Consolidated dispatch discussed their move to consolidation.  They have 68,000 
residents with a dispatch staff of 22 full time employees.  Ozaukee County serves 
85,000 residents, so it needs to be determined what staffing is needed here. Chair 
Grant gave some history of the consolidated dispatch discussion to Fire Chief Rice. 
 
Chief Wenten briefed the committee on a new initiative by the Police Department to 
offer the lobby as a neutral place to buy/sell items using on-line sites such as Craigslist.  
He believes this will provide a safe place to hold these types of transactions and 
diminish the potential for people to be victimized during the transactions. 
  
ADJOURN 

Motion by Chair Grant, seconded by Trustee Meinecke, to adjourn at 6:55 
p.m. Approved unanimously. 


