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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

OCTOBER 15, 2013 
 

 
The Public Safety Commission was called to order by Chair Jim Grant at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Commission members present: Chair Jim Grant, Trustee Sue Meinecke, Trustee Lisa 
Harbeck, and Bob Wolf    
 
Commission member absent: Joe Eernisse   
 
Staff present: Police Chief Charles Wenten, Fire Chief Bill Rice, and Administrative 
Assistant Patti Hofstad 
 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
Barb Wrolstad, 1745 Spruce Street, was present to request a “Children at Play” sign in 
the 1700 block of Spruce Street. Mrs. Wrolstad resides at 1745 Spruce Street, and has 
seen an increase in children living on this short block and is concerned about the traffic.  
 
Chief Wenten advised this is a one block area between 17th Avenue and Arapaho 
Street, with stop signs at each end of the block. It does have a downhill grade with a 
slight obstruction. A traffic count was conducted over a 7 day period with 976 vehicles 
counted, showing the majority at or under the speed limit. Chief Wenten conferred with 
Dave Murphy, Director of Public Works, who agreed that the sign requested would have 
little to no impact in the area. Chief Wenten also believes traffic may slightly diminish 
once Port Washington Road re-opens.  
 
Chair Grant noted that he has been reluctant to install this type of signage as parents 
tend to use them as “babysitters.” He asked that the Village wait until Port Washington 
Road re-opens to see if the traffic lessens. Mrs. Wrolstad agreed to see if there was a 
traffic decrease. Chief Wenten asked her to call the Police Department if any vehicles 
are speeding in her neighborhood. 
 
REQUEST FOR SPECIAL EVENT 
Frank Oetlinger, 450 Ninth Avenue, was present to request a Boesch Memorial for ALS 
to be held on October 26. He asked that the south side of the parking area on Bridge 
Street (adjacent to the Grafton Bowl Restaurant) be closed from noon to 10:00 p.m. 
There will be a barbeque, raffles, and games for the children.  Chief Wenten and 
commission members supported this event. 
 

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Harbeck to 
recommend the Village Board approve an ALS Boesch Memorial event on 
October 26, 2013 from noon to 10:00 p.m. Motion carried. 
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REVIEW OF PROPOSED 2 HOUR PARKING / BRIDGE STREET 
Chair Grant gave some background on the proposed 2 hour parking on Bridge Street. 
This proposal came about as a result of a request for handicap parking spot on the 
north side of Bridge Street resulting in Chief Wenten conducting a downtown parking 
study. At that time (to maintain consistency with surrounding streets) Chief Wenten 
recommended a two hour parking limit on both sides of Bridge Street between 
Wisconsin Avenue and 11th Avenue.  Chair Grant withdrew this motion at the Village 
Board meeting, believing the original request for approval by the Public Safety 
Commission may have been rushed. Business owners who may be affected by the 
parking change were notified this item will again be discussed. 
 
Chief Wenten reiterated his recommendation, stating this block of Bridge Street was an 
“island”, inconsistent with Bridge Street east of Wisconsin Avenue. 
 
Richard Erickson, owner of LaBudde Group, 1239 12th Avenue, was present to discuss 
his view on the two hour parking proposal. He supplied commission members with a 
map outlining the two hour and unrestricted parking downtown. His employees park 
between 20 to 25 vehicles on Bridge Street. He believes there is ample two hour 
parking downtown, and to extend it will not only challenge his employee parking but also 
Grafton Bowl who offers senior bowling which is in excess of 2 hours. His employees 
and others will then park in front of Seth’s Antiques and Slowpokes located on 
Wisconsin Avenue, limiting customer parking for their business. He also expressed a 
safety issue for pedestrians crossing Bridge Street. 
 
Chief Wenten indicated Grafton Bowl does have a parking lot on Eleventh Avenue.  
There is also unrestricted parking on the west side of 11th Avenue as well as the portion 
of Bridge Street, to the dead end adjacent to the Berkshire senior apartments.  
 
Mr. Erickson said the present downtown parking is working, and is wondering why there 
needs to be a change. 
 
Wendy Gierach, business owner at Forte Hair Salon, 1110 Bridge Street, advised 3 to 4 
vehicles are parked in front of her business all day. Trustee Harbeck asked if Mr. 
Erickson could work with Forte regarding the parking issue. Mr. Erickson offered to 
request his employees refrain from parking in front of the hair salon, which was 
appreciated by Ms. Gierach. Barb Seth of Seth’s Antiques, said they live above their 
business and utilize street parking on Bridge Street for their personal vehicle. The 
parking restriction would hurt their business as well as limit where they can park.   
 
Frank Oetlinger offered his business parking lot for anyone who wants to utilize it.   
 
Commission members concurred not to change the parking on Bridge Street at this 
time. 
   
This request died due to lack of a motion. 
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REPORT OF BENCHMARK MEASUREMENTS 
Chief Wenten noted an error in the Y-T-D heading. The heading should read 09/30/13. 
Benchmarks show an increase in directed patrols, partially due to increased presence in 
the park. Violent crimes are down, and property crimes are slightly up. There was 
discussion on the recent retail theft ring arrest at Target. Chief Wenten described the 
exceptional job done by responding officers.   Chair Grant expressed his pleasure that 
these type of arrests are given to the media, as it shows that Grafton is not an easy 
"mark” for crime. 
 
Trustee Meinecke questioned the change in counting fire and rescue calls.  Chief 
Wenten explained that previously when an engine went out on a rescue call, it was 
counted as both a fire and rescue call. We are now counting the data for the actual call. 
 
Chair Grant requested that Chief Rice compile a separate Fire Department activity 
report monthly for the meeting.  

 
OLD / NEW BUSINESS 
REPORT OF BENCHMARK MEASUREMENTS – SEPTEMBER 
September overtime numbers have continued to decline. Chief Wenten pointed out that 
complaint investigation hours are on the rise, primarily due to some extensive 
investigations. Chief Wenten also pointed out that picnics/parades overtime is down 
from this time last year due to being at full staff and continuing to work with event 
promoters. The fireworks were briefly discussed with both Chief Wenten and Chief Rice 
noting no major issues with the new location.  Trustee Harbeck voiced her concern with 
vehicles parking on CTH V and allowing family members to sit in the gravel area for the 
fireworks. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
Chief Rice began by saying everything is going well. There was an open house last 
Sunday which, due to the many volunteers, is always a worthwhile event.  They may 
change the day next year from Sunday so as not to compete with the Green Bay Packer 
game. 
 
One significant change recently made is assigning a duty crew of approximately 10 
people Monday – Friday from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. On Saturday and Sunday, they will 
be on call for 24 hours.This is quite a commitment and he has had a few resignations 
from volunteers who cannot volunteer the amount of time needed. Chief Rice views this 
new procedure as a good change as the Fire Department now has the amount of 
people on duty that it needs.   
 
Chief Rice is working with the Cedarburg, Saukville and Port Washington fire chiefs for 
more mutual aid during fire calls. He would like to write a grant for recruitment; however, 
there are other priorities at this time.   
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Trustee Meinecke asked if a hiring process has begun for the Office Assistant position.  
Chief Rice responded there may be an employee on “light” duty in the near future, and it 
may be in the best interest of the Fire Department to utilize that member's office skills 
short term. Different qualifications for the Fire Chief’s Office Assistant were discussed. 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
Chief Wenten went on record to commend Officer Jarrod Ray for his role in searching 
for the missing juvenile injured during Homecoming week. Chief Wenten said that 
without Officer Ray’s diligence in searching for this individual, who had been out in the 
cold for several hours and was severely injured, he would have died. 
 
Town Representative Bob Wolf advised the Town of Grafton has passed an ordinance 
to mandate signs on long driveways. Chief Rice will begin work on his end to set up 
volunteers to install the driveway signs. 
 
Representative Wolf said town officials have not yet seen a complete Fire Department 
budget. Chair Grant noted all budgets will be available and discussed at the budget 
workshop this Saturday. 
 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Harbeck to adjourn at 
7:12 p.m. Motion carried. 


