
 

VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MINUTES 
 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2014 
 
The Architectural Review Board meeting was called to order by Chair David Liss at 5:00 p.m.     
 
Board members present: Tom Richart, Frank Lorbecki, Tom Bartlein, and Trustee David Liss   
  
Board members excused: Mark Paschke    
 
Staff/Officials present: Jessica Wolff, Director of Planning and Development 
 
Others present:  Will Hollrith for Kaerek Builders properties, Randy McMahon-Campbell 
Construction Company (Culver’s Project), Todd Korup-Microbrush, Paul Traeger-Applied 
Technology (Village of Grafton Water & Wastewater Utility Lift Station Project), Sara Lepich-The 
Redmond Company (Patriot Commons), and Rick Schmit (Patriot Commons) 
 
 
MINUTES 

Motion by Tom Richart, seconded by Frank Lorbecki to approve the minutes of the 
January 9, 2014 Architectural Review Board Meeting as presented.  Motion carried. 

 
APPROVAL OF BUILDING INSPECTION REPORTS 
 Motion by Tom Bartlein, seconded by Frank Lorbecki to approve the  

October, November, and December 2013 Building Inspection reports as presented. 
Motion carried.  

 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
          None 
 
RESIDENTIAL PLAN REVIEW 

A. Kaerek Builders, New Single Family Home; Lot 90, Blackhawk Valley Phase IV 
The plans were reviewed by the Board members.   
 

Motion by Frank Lorbecki, second by Tom Bartlein to approve the architectural 
plans submitted by Kaerek Builders for a new single family home to be located at 
Lot 90, Blackhawk Valley Phase IV, as presented.  Motion carried. 

 
B. Kaerek Builders: New Single Family Home; Lot 7, Shady Hollow Phase I 

The Board members reviewed the next new single family home architectural plans. 
 
Motion by Tom Richart, second by Tom Bartlein to approve the architectural plans 
submitted by Kaerek Builders for a new single family home to be located at Lot 7, 
Shady Hollow Phase I, as presented.  Motion carried. 



COMMERCIAL PLAN REVIEW 
A. Review and consideration of approval on the Village of Grafton Utility - Ninth 

Avenue Lift Station improvements located at 999 Mole Drive 
Director of Planning & Development Jessica Wolff gave background on the  
Grafton Water and Wastewater Utility’s proposed new Ninth Avenue Lift Station. She 
stated that they are presenting building elevations for a new lift station building at 999 
Mole Drive. The applicant is proposing to remove the existing utility structures and the 
existing asphalt access drive in the northwest corner of the site.  
 

     Representing the Utility was Paul Traeger of Applied Technology.  
 
     The Board members reviewed the plans and had no concerns.  

 
Motion by Tom Bartlein, seconded by Frank Lorbecki to approve the building 
elevations for a lift station at 999 Mole Drive as requested by the Village Water 
Utility as presented. Motion carried.  

 
B. Review and consideration of Culver’s exterior façade updates located at 2001 

Wisconsin Avenue 
Director Wolff stated that the applicant is proposing to reconfigure the customer 
entrance on the north side of the building including removing the awning structure and 
moving the door from facing east to facing north. She further stated that the project 
also including adding natural stone accents to the façade around both customer doors 
and the drive through overhang area.  

 
Representing the applicant was Randy McMahon of Campbell Construction Company.  

 
     The Board members reviewed the plans and had no concerns.  

 
Motion by Frank Lorbecki, seconded by Tom Richart to approve the building 
elevations for 2001 Wisconsin Avenue as requested by Russell Raposa on 
behalf of the property owner Joe Fall as presented. Motion carried. 

 
C. Review and consideration of Microbrush International addition of two raw 

materials silos to be located at 1376 Cheyenne Avenue 
Director Wolff then gave background into Microbrush International’s project. She stated 
that Microbrush is located at 1376 Cheyenne Avenue and is presenting building 
elevations for the addition of two silos for storage of resin pellets.  
 
Representing the applicant was Todd Korup who presented the Board members with 
revised plans of the two additional silos that included turquoise bands on the silos 
matching those on the building.  
 

     The Board members reviewed the plans and had no concerns.  
 



 

Motion by Tom Richart, seconded by Frank Lorbecki to approve the building 
elevations for 2001 Wisconsin Avenue as requested by Microbrush International. 
Motion carried 3-0 (Bartlein - abstained). 
 

D. Review and consideration of Patriot Commons Multi-Tenant Commercial 
building to be located at 1308-1314 Port Washington Road 
Director Wolff then reviewed the new Multi-Tenant Commercial building with the 
Board members. She stated that the applicant, Rick Schmit, is presenting building 
elevations for a new multi-tenant commercial building at 1308 and 1314 Port 
Washington Road to be named “Patriot Commons.” The subject property is a 3-acre 
site located on the east side of Port Washington Road immediately west of the 
Costco parking lot. All existing buildings on the site will be demolished. She further 
informed the Board members that the proposed multi-tenant building is a 25,000 
square foot building will include space for three retailers ranging from approximately 
5,000 to 10,400 square feet. The building design is similar to the architecture in 
Grafton Commons. Proposed building materials include EIFS, smooth face masonry 
block, and split face masonry block in several complementary earth tones.  

 
Present was Rick Schmit, property owner and Sara Lepich from The Redmond 
Company.  
 
Discussion took place about whether block would be colored or painted. Board 
members preferred colored block. 
 
Tom Richart expressed his concern that the parapets on the south elevation were 
too high. He also thought there were too many changes on the west elevation and 
thought that the middle EIFS panel could be eliminated. He also suggested that 
windows be added to the west elevation. Mr. Schmit indicated that windows would 
be difficult based on tenant needs.  
 
The Board decided that the arbor required by the Plan Commission should be 
located in the middle section.  
 
The Board directed Staff to work with the applicant if there is a need to lower the 
parapets on the south elevation to match Dick’s Sporting Goods building. 
 
Board moved forward with motion to approve with conditions.  
 

Motion by Tom Bartlein, seconded by Frank Lorbecki to approve the building 
elevations for Patriot Commons as requested by Rick Schmit based on the 
following conditions:  
1. Add the arbor to the middle section of the west façade. 
2. Identify the location of and completely screen all roof-mounted 
mechanicals from view.  
3. Add a line in the EFIS panels matching the top line of all depression 
areas.  



4. Add EIFS on the back of the north parapets to minimize their appearance 
from the south.  
Motion carried.  

 
 OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 None  
 
 ADJOURN 

Motion by Tom Bartlein, seconded by Frank Lorbecki to adjourn at 5:45 p.m. 
Motion carried. 


