
 

VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MINUTES 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2014 
 
The Architectural Review Board meeting was called to order by Chair David Liss  
 at 5:00 p.m.     
 
Board members present: Trustee Liss, Tom Richart, and Frank Lorbecki 
  
Board members excused: Tom Bartlein and Mark Paschke 
 
Staff/Officials present: Director of Planning and Development Jessica Wolff 
 
Others present:  Andrew Petzold from Concord Development representing Grafton 
Preschool, John Wirth and Janet Fussell from Grafton Preschool, Dave Stubbs from Keller 
Inc. representing United Financial Services, and Jerry Molitor and Mike Tenpas from 
United Financial Services  
 
MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Lorbecki, seconded by Mr. Richart to approve the minutes of 
the August 21, 2014 Architectural Review Board meeting as presented.  
Motion carried. 

 
APPROVAL OF BUILDING INSPECTION REPORTS 
No building inspection reports were available for review by the Board.  
 

Motion by Mr. Lorbecki, seconded by Mr. Richart to table action on the 
building inspection reports until the October 9 meeting. Motion carried. 

 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None 
 
RESIDENTIAL PLAN REVIEW 
New Single Family Home; Lot 10 Shady Hollow Phase 1; Kaerek Builders; 954 Basswood 
Court 
The architectural plans were reviewed for a new single family home to be located at 954 
Basswood Court, known as Lot 10, Shady Hollow Phase 1. 
 

Motion by Mr. Richart, seconded by Mr. Lorbecki to approve the architectural 
plans for a new single family home to be located at 2025 Carrier Court; 
known as Lot 3, Cheyenne Estates as presented. Motion carried.  
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COMMERCIAL PLAN REVIEW 
Review and consideration of a proposed building expansion by United Financial Services 
located at 2230 Dakota Drive 
Director Wolff introduced the applicant and described the project. The applicant, United 
Financial Services, is presenting building elevations for two additions to their facility on 
Dakota Drive. The applicant is proposing two additions. The phase one addition is a 2,058 
square foot expansion for a data room and an electrical room located on the northwest 
side of the property. The existing garage will be removed to make space for the data room. 
Phase one also includes an electrical courtyard which will house the generators and 
condensers. The phase two addition is a 1,172 square foot storage room to be built after 
the completion of phase one. These site changes will improve electrical resiliency and total 
redundancy for the operation. The addition’s building materials will be precast concrete 
panels. 
 
The Board members reviewed the plans. There was discussion about adding a peaked 
roof to the data center addition to match the addition to the existing building. Mr. Stubbs 
indicated that a roof would be purely aesthetic since the building codes require a flat roof 
to meet sustain wind speeds of up to 200 miles per hour. The attic created would also 
require a fire suppression system. The Board members decided a pitched roof was not 
necessary.  
 

Motion by Mr. Lorbecki, seconded by Mr. Bartlein to approve the elevations 
for building expansion for United Financial Services at 2230 Dakota Drive 
with the following condition: add horizontal scores in the precast panels on 
the southern facade to line up with material changes on the existing building 
façade. Motion carried.  

 
Review and consideration of a new proposed building to be located on Badger Circle 
requested by Grafton Preschool & Childcare LLC  
 
Director Wolff introduced the applicant and described the project. The applicant, John 
Wirth, is presenting building elevations for their facility on Dakota Drive. The site includes a 
16,000 square foot two-tenant building, two parking areas, and an outdoor playground. 
The day care will occupy 10,000 square feet and the indoor play area will occupy 6,000 
square feet. The building materials will be a mix of concrete masonry unit (tan and dark 
brown), EIFS, natural stone, and brick. The applicant brought revised building elevation 
plans based on Staff input.  
 
The Board members reviewed the plans. The Board members preferred the west elevation 
as presented (on the elevations dated September 3, 2014) rather than the changes 
suggested by Staff including continue the stone up the columns at the entries, add 
overhangs to the two window bays closest to the doors, and changing the spandrel glass 
to dark brown concrete masonry unit.  
 



 

On the south and north elevations the Board discussed the use of a course of dark brown 
concrete masonry unit running above the windows to break up the long facades. They also 
liked the addition of the dark brown concrete masonry unit between the windows on these 
elevations.  
 

Motion Mr. Lorbecki, seconded by Mr. Bartlein to approve building elevations for 
Grafton Preschool and Just for Fun as requested by John M. Wirth, representing 
Loving to Learn Grafton RE LLC, based on the following conditions:  
1. West elevation: As is presented in the building elevations dated September 3, 

2014.  
2. South and north elevations: On the building elevations dated September 3, 

2014, remove the column in the indoor play area portion of the building and 
change the concrete masonry unit between the windows on the indoor play 
area portion of the building to dark brown. 

3. East elevation: On the building elevations dated September 3, 2014, change 
the concrete masonry unit between the windows on the indoor play area 
portion of the building to dark brown and add a “sill” course of dark brown 
concrete masonry unit under the windows.  

4. Clarify that the concrete masonry unit is “split face.” 
5. Identify the location of and completely screen all roof-mounted mechanicals 

from view.  
6. Signage shall be approved separately by the Director of Planning and 

Development.  
 Motion carried.  

 
Mr. Richart requested that the final elevations with the approved changes be provided to 
the Board in October.  
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
None  
 
ADJOURN 

 
Motion by Mr. Lorbecki, seconded by Mr. Richart to adjourn at 5:50 p.m.   
Motion carried. 


