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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 

 
SPECIAL FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2015 

 
Chair Jim Brunnquell called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Committee members present: Village President Jim Brunnquell, Trustee David Antoine, 
Trustee Jim Grant, and Trustee Sue Meinecke  
 
Staff present: Village Administrator Darrell Hofland, Fire Chief William Rice, Director of 
Administrative Services Paul Styduhar, and Administrative Assistant Chris Stannis   
 
Others Officials present: Trustee Dean Proefrock and Trustee Lisa Harbeck 
 
DETERMINING PAY GRADE FOR DIVISION CHIEF OF FIRE PROTECTION 
AND PUBLIC EDUCATION 
 
William Rice, Fire Chief, is requesting a pay grade change for the Division Chief 
of Fire Protection and Public Education. Chief Rice summarized how this newly 
created position was advertised. The response by qualified applicants was 
limited. The Village received 10 applications and four were chosen to participate 
in the interview process. Chief Rice set up an assessment center to determine 
skills the candidates had and invited lieutenants and chiefs from other fire 
departments to help with the assessment center. One of the candidates declined 
the job offer to due to the amount of pay that was being offered. Other applicants 
did not possess the skill set needed to successfully fill this position.  Pay grade 
concerns were brought to Chief Rice’s attention from several people within the 
industry, and Chief Rice followed up with additional research in regards to the 
pay grade. It is his understanding that the pay is too low for this position based 
on the research. Chief Rice is asking for a change in pay grade from 17 to 18.  
 
A discussion about how the Village and Chief Rice advertised for this position. 
Chief Rice did post to all of his contacts and fire-related state associations. A 
question was asked, if the paygrade was one step higher, would it make a 
difference? Chief Rice believes it would help during the recruitment process to 
get qualified applicants to apply. A discussion about Chief Rice’s research 
amongst similar municipalities, and if training an existing volunteer was an 
option. A suggestion was made to post wages past mid-point.   
 
President Brunnquell stated the Finance Committee will table this item and 
repost this position for two weeks. After two weeks, report back to the Finance 
Committee what the results of the repost were. Finance Committee will meet at 
their normal meeting date of March 2.  
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OLD BUSINESS 
Paul Styduhar, Director of Administrative Services, gave an update about the 
foreclosure property the Village purchased at 132 West Bridge Street. A letter will go to 
occupants and they will be asked to vacate so that the property can be prepared for 
resale.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
ADJOURN 

 
Motion by Trustee Antoine, seconded by Trustee Grant to adjourn at 5:59 
p.m. Motion carried. 


