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 VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

APRIL 6, 2015  
**Amended  

  
President Brunnquell called the Village Board meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance followed.   
 
Board members present:  Jim Brunnquell, Sue Meinecke, David Liss, Lisa Harbeck, Jim Grant, Dean 
Proefrock, and David Antoine 
 
Staff/Officials present:  Village Administrator Darrell Hofland, Village Attorney Mike Herbrand, Director 
of Planning and Development Jessica Wolff, and Administrative Assistant Chris Stannis 
  
Others present: News Graphic Reporter Melanie Boyung, Ozaukee Press Copy Editor Steve 
Ostermann, Bill Harbeck, Pam King, Steve Jecki of Haag Muller, McDonald’s representatives, and 
members of the community  
 
MINUTES 
 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Antoine to approval of the 03-16-2015 Village 
Board and File the 03-18-2015 Park and Recreation Board; 03-19-2015 Historic Preservation 
Commission; 03-24-2015 Architectural Review Board; and 03-24-2015 Plan Commission 
meeting minutes, as presented. Motion carried. 

 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None 
 
BUSINESS PRESENTED BY THE PRESDENT  
Proclamation establishing Friday, April 10, 2015 as the Honoree Marlaina Perelshetein Prudential 
Spirit of Community Recognition Day in the Village of Grafton. 
 
President Brunnquell presented a proclamation to Marlaina Perelshetein for her nomination 
Prudential Spirit of Community honoree, for her outstanding volunteer contribution to others and our 
community. She is a role model to all youth and adults. Ms. Perelshetein thanked the Village Board 
for the proclamation.      
 
RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES/ACTION ITEMS 
Item 1 / Ordinance amending Chapter 9.63 Digital Security Imaging System requirements  
 

Motion by Trustee Harbeck, seconded by Trustee Antoine to table the ordinance 
amending Chapter 9.63 Digital Security Imaging System requirements and refer back to 
the Public Safety Committee on April 14, 2015.   
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Charles Wenten, Police Chief, has met with Pam King, Executive Director of the Grafton Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and discussed concerns that she has for small businesses that would incur a 
significant cost to meet the new ordinance. A suggestion was made to get additional feedback from 
the small businesses. Pam King would attend the Public Safety Commission meeting later this month. 
 
Trustee Harbeck has expressed concerns and asked for clarification regarding a few of the items 
regarding the change to the code. Fire alarms devices would need to be checked once a year but as 
clarified, this would not mandate a professional test. Another concern followed that would cost small 
business owners a large amount of funds to install and maintain to be compliant with code per this 
ordinance.  
 
Trustee Grant has suggested that it go back to the Public Safety Commission and will be discussed at 
this month’s meeting.  
 

Motion carried.  
 

DONATION OF TELEVISION STAND  
 

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Antoine to accept the donation of a 
television stand to the Police Department for use in the squad room, valued at $20. 
Motion carried.  

 
Item 1 / Report of Finance Committee 
Resolution No. 007, Series 2015 was offered by Trustee Liss. 
 

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Antoine opposing the elimination of 
the personal property tax and the computer aid payments to local governments.  

 
Darrell Hofland, Village Administrator, informed Village Board the State has been making 
computer aid payments to local governments since 2001. The loss of computer aid payment 
for exempt computer would mean a $34,033 for the Village’s General Fund and $37,717 less 
for Village TIDs.  For a total decrease in state aid payments of $71,204 for 2015, the Village 
would not be able to recoup this cost.  
 
The elimination of personal property tax on businesses will result in increasing the property tax 
and resulting in an equalized tax rate increase of $0.20 per $1,000 valuation.  The mostly  
residential property taxpayers would make up the difference for the $202,644.02 eliminated by 
the personal property tax exemption.  
 

Motion carried. 
 
Item 2 / Report of Finance 
Resolution No. 008, Series 2015 was offered by Trustee Liss. 
 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Harbeck to opposing county 
assessment proposal in the State Budget Bill. Motion carried. 
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Item 1 / Report of Park and Recreation Board 

 
Motion by Trustee Proefrock, seconded by Trustee Harbeck to approve the Centennial 
Park field lighting fee of $500.00 per season for the Ozaukee Christian Men’s Softball 
League. Motion carried. 
 

Item 1 / Report of Plan Commission 

Ordinance amending the Village of Grafton Zoning Code Section 19.03.0603  

 
Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Meinecke to table action on proposed 
ordinance until out of closed session.  
 

Jessica Wolff, Director of Planning and Development, is recommending adding a conditional 
use in the C-4 Freeway Interchange Zoning District to all drive-through facilities for eating 
places. Discussions occurred regarding Dairy Queen being grandfathered as a legal 
nonconforming use and clarification that Starbucks is drinking place with a drive-through 
facilities, therefore, is not impacted by the proposed ordinance. 
 

Rick Schmitt’s email was read to the Board and those in attendance.  

 

A discussion occurred about prior years’ interests by eating places with drive-through facilities 
which were discouraged. A public safety concern was expressed when discussing how patron 
would get back onto Interstate 43 and patrons making illegal “U-turns” on WIS 60.  Jessica 
Wolff identified that a specific traffic study was conducted on this proposed eating place to 
ensure public safety. 
 
Village Board members expressed concerns and have heard from residents regarding this 
proposed ordinance. A history regarding the C-4 Freeway Interchange Zoning District area 
was discussed.  
 
William Harbeck 907 17th Avenue  
Mr. Bill Harbeck spoke regarding his disapproval for this ordinance indicating he is not in favor 
of this project and this was not the vision that was set for this district.  
 

Steve Jeski from Haag Muller, stated this is a 60th anniversary Mc Donald’s building and they 

have brought in world renowned architects for this project. This is not “just another 

McDonald’s”. There have been many traffic studies done to ensure safety. This site is not only 

a location of McDonald’s but will be a worldwide attraction.  

 

President Brunnquell has indicated that the Village needs to move forward and evolve, to meet 

the Village’s needs. Many of these concerns have been discussed at Plan Commission 

meetings.  

 

Motion to table action on the proposed ordinance was carried.  
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DEPARTMENT AND OFFICERS REPORT 
The Planning and Development Department has chosen a vendor to update the Village’s 1996 Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Plan and will be entering into an agreement. An ad-hoc committee will be formed to 
meet three to four times over the next six to eight months. Jessica Wolff is inquiring about other potential 
committee members.   
 
Trustee Meinecke offered to be appointed to serve on this committee.  
 
LICENSES 
Item 1/ Approval of Operator’s Licenses 
 

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Antoine to approve the issuance of the 
operator’s licenses, as presented.  Motion carried. 
 

REPORT OF BILLS 
 
Motion by Trustee Proefrock, seconded by Trustee Harbeck to approve the payment of 
Village expenditures in the amount of $364,649.84. 
  

Trustee Meinecke had a question regarding a payable, Chris Stannis will email Trustee Meinecke 
the result of her findings.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Art in Motion/Waterfall Illumination will be at 8:00 p.m. for the lighting of the dam for general public.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
CONVENE TO CLOSED SESSION:   
Village Administrator Darrell Hofland noted the Village Board would be moving into closed 
session for approximately 45 minutes.   

 
Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Grant to Convene to Closed Session at 6:45 
p.m., pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85 (1)(c) for considering performance evaluation 
data of Village Administrator and Statutes 19.85 (1)(e)  for negotiation of agreement with 
McDonald’s Real Estate Company and sale of property, parcel number 10-084-0042.000, 
located at 132 West Bridge Street 

 
 

President Brunnquell-Aye   Trustee Liss-Aye   
Trustee Harbeck-Aye    Trustee Meinecke-Aye  
Trustee Antoine-Aye    Trustee Proefrock-Aye 
Trustee Jim Grant-Aye 
  
Motion carried by roll call vote. 
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During the Closed Session of 30 minutes, the Village Board discussed the salary of the Village 
Administrator, negotiation strategies for an agreement with McDonald’s Real Estate Company, and 
the sale of this property at 132 West Bridge Street. 
 
RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION: 
 

Motion by Trustee Harbeck, seconded by Trustee Grant to adjourn from Closed Session and 
reconvene into open session at 7:15 p.m.  Motion carried by roll call vote.  
 

APPROVAL OF VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR 2015 SALARY 
 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Harbeck to approve the Village 
Administrator’s 2015 salary, as presented. Motion carried. 
 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN MCDONALD’S REAL ESTATE COMPANY AND THE VILLAGE OF 
GRAFTON REGARDING EXISTING MCDONALDS RESTAURANT LOCATED AT 606 FALLS 
ROAD 
 

**Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Harbeck to approve an agreement between 
McDonald’s Real Estate Company and the Village of Grafton regarding the existing 
McDonald’s Restaurant located at 606 Falls Road, contingent upon the approval of agenda 
item E.1.  Motion approved 6 – 1 (Trustee Grant – nay). 

 
Item 1 / Ordinance amending the Village of Grafton Zoning Code Section 19.03.0603 
 

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Antoine, to approve the ordinance 
amending the Village of Grafton Zoning Code Section 19.03.0603.  Motion failed 2-5 
(Trustee Harbeck, Trustee Meinecke, Trustee Proefrock, Trustee Grant, and Trustee 
Antoine - nay). 
 

RESOLUTION: SALE OF PROPERTY, PARCEL NUMBER 10-08-0042.000, LOCATED AT 
132 WEST BRIDGE STREET 
Resolution No. 009, Series 2015 was offered by Trustee Liss. 
 

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Proefrock, to authorize Village staff 
to offer the property at 132 West Bridge Street for sale and implement the eviction of 
any tenants on April 15. Motion carried. 

 
ADJOURN 
 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Antoine to adjourn Village Board 
meeting at 7:20 p.m. to the date of Tuesday, April 21, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. Motion carried. 


