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 VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

MAY 18, 2015   
  
President Brunnquell called the Village Board meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance 
followed. 
 
Board members present:  Jim Brunnquell, Sue Meinecke, David Liss, Lisa Harbeck, Tom Krueger, 
Dean Proefrock, and David Antoine 
 
Staff/Officials present:  Village Administrator Darrell Hofland, Village Attorney Mike Herbrand, Director 
of Public Works Dave Murphy, Director of Administrative Services Paul Styduhar, Grafton Fire Chief 
William Rice, and Village Clerk Kelly Meyer 
  
Others present: Ozaukee Press Copy Editor Steve Ostermann, News Graphic Reporter Melanie 
Boyung, Mary Gosewehr, James Herian, Cindy (Claudia) Wollner, Tony Polabrica, and members of 
the community (see sign in sheets) 
 
CHATEAU DRIVE-STATEMENT OF PUBLIC NOTICE BY VILLAGE CLERK  
Village Clerk Kelly Meyer read the statement of public notice: 
 

The purpose of this hearing is for public review and comment regarding the Special 
Assessments for Public Improvements. The Village Board of the Village of Grafton has 
declared its intention to exercise its special assessment power under Sec. 66.0703, of the 
Wisconsin State Statutes, upon property within the proposed assessment location of 255 
Chateau Drive, Tax Parcel Number 10-040-0026-003 and 2134 Wisconsin Avenue, Tax 
Parcel Number 10-040-0028-000, for the construction of sidewalk on Chateau Drive with 
benefits to the properties listed below for pedestrian safety 

 
HEAR ALL INTERESTED PARTIES OR THEIR AGENTS 
President Brunnquell stated the information was included with the letter in the mailing to those who 
may be affected.   
 
Director of Public Works Dave Murphy noted right now the Donahue Company has already installed a 
portion of the sidewalk and they will not be special assessed.  The sidewalk in front of the carwash 
has not yet been installed by the owner.  Mr. Murphy noted it may be installed by the owner as well.  
Therefore, the Village sidewalk project for Chateau Drive would most likely disappear.  If the last 
portion of sidewalk is not installed by the owner, the Village of Grafton will install the sidewalk in 
August.   
 
HEARING ADJOURNMENT 
President Brunnquell asked for public comment.  Hearing none, he asked for Village Board of 
Trustees comments.  No comment was made.  President Brunnquell closed the Public Hearing. 
 
FALLS ROAD-STATEMENT OF PUBLIC NOTICE BY VILLAGE CLERK 
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Village Clerk Kelly Meyer read the statement of public notice: 
 

The purpose of this hearing is for public review and comment regarding the Special 
Assessments for Public Improvements. The Village Board of the Village of Grafton has 
declared its intention to exercise its special assessment power under Sec. 66.0703, of the 
Wisconsin State Statutes, upon property within the proposed assessment location, as 
indicated on the attached Public Hearing notice for the construction of Falls Road and 
special charges upon annexation into the Village of Grafton for existing Town properties’ 
benefits of the properties below by either water service, sanitary sewer service, and/or 
new road section with drainage improvements. 

 
HEAR ALL INTERESTED PARTIES OR THEIR AGENTS 
Director of Public Works Dave Murphy stated that the project was bid and all costs received to date.  
He noted construction numbers are derived through the fees set within the resolution. Only two 
Village properties are being special assessed; they were noted as Blue Stem Subdivision and the 
Koenig parcel.  The other noted properties are in the Town of Grafton and will be assessed upon 
annexation into the Village.  All properties will have water installed; a few properties will have storm 
sewer and driveway approaches installed.  
 
In the future, the final resolution will be brought forward for the two Village properties and an 
engineer’s report will be done for the Town properties. There will be two separate documents at that 
time.   
 
Mary Gosewehr, 1437 Falls Road:   
Ms. Gosewehr is concerned with the cost of the special project to her upon annexation.  She noted 
the resolution does not note the special charges would not be charged until annexation and 
commented on her concern that the charge would only be collected upon annexation.  Director 
Murphy stated the Village has no jurisdiction over the Town of Grafton.   
 
Ms. Gosewehr stated the engineering survey estimates were not on the letter which was received 
earlier and inquired on why it is now on the estimate. Director Murphy noted some of the cost is now 
for the engineering survey services.   
 
Ms. Gosewehr asked about drainage. Director Murphy explained the proposed property drainage 
patterns in the project.    
 
Cindy Wollner, 1415 Falls Road   
Ms. Wollner noted her concerns are with stormwater backing up.  She inquired if the ditch will remain 
the same type of ditch it has been.  Director Murphy noted the Town of Grafton did not financially 
contribute for any drainage change.  Therefore, the ditch will remain the same. 
 
Director of Public Works Mr. Murphy noted the temporary construction access into and out of the area 
for the residents. 
 
HEARING ADJOURNMENT 
President Brunnquell asked for any other comments or questions from the public.  Having heard no 
other questions or comments, President Brunnquell closed the hearing.  
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Tony Palabrica, 1470 Falls Road: 
Following the closing of the hearing, Tony Palabrica noted concerns on vehicular access to the 
project area currently under construction.  Mr. Murphy noted the Village is doing our best to monitor 
the area.  Mr. Palabrica had other concerns, which President Brunnquell directed Mr. Palabrica to 
contact Director Murphy at a later date to ask any other questions, as the hearing is now closed.  
 
MINUTES 

 
Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Antoine to approve the 05-04-2015 Village 
Board and 05-04-2015 Finance Committee and File the 05-06-2015 Community 
Development Authority; 05-11-2015 Board of Public Works; and 05-12-2015 Public 
Safety Commission meeting minutes, as presented as presented.  

 
Corrections were requested to the Finance Committee meeting minutes.  It was noted there was a 
typographic error on page two, paragraph two, “Murphy indicated raising . . . “.  This should be 
corrected to “rising”.    
 

Motion carried as amended. 
 
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF THE AMENDMENT TO 04-06-2015 VILLAGE 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Village Attorney Mike Herbrand noted there was an error in regard to the proposed agreement 
in which the motion was inadvertently omitted from the minutes. Attorney Herbrand noted the 
highlighted change is the proposed amendment to the April 6, 2015, Village Board meeting 
minutes.  

 
Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Antoine to approve the amendment 
of the 04-06-2015 Village Board meeting minutes omitted motion in regard to the 
Agreement between McDonald’s Real Estate Company and the Village of Grafton on 
the existing McDonalds Restaurant located at 606 Falls Road, as presented. Motion 
carried.  

 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None 
 
BUSINESS PRESENTED BY THE PRESDENT 
Evaluating the Effectiveness of Board Meetings article 
President Brunnquell referred to the article distributed in the Village Board packet.  He noted this was 
brought to the Village Board from Parks and Recreation Board.  He stated there was some interesting 
and great information included. 
 
RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES/ACTION ITEMS 
Item 1 / Report of Finance Committee  
Director of Administrative Services Paul Styduhar noted the Village of Grafton received the 
highest opinion a municipality could receive on the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. 

http://wi-grafton.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?ADID=1917
http://wi-grafton.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?ADID=1917
http://wi-grafton.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?ADID=1916
http://wi-grafton.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?ADID=1915
http://wi-grafton.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?ADID=1915
http://wi-grafton.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?ADID=1914
http://wi-grafton.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?ADID=1913
http://wi-grafton.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?ADID=1913
http://wi-grafton.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?ADID=1917
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Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Proefrock to accept the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ending December 31, 2014, as 
presented.  Motion carried. 

 
Item 2 / Report of Finance Committee  
 

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Proefrock to approve the 2016-2020 
Five Year Capital Improvement Program, as presented.  Motion carried. 

 
Item 3 / Report of Finance Committee  
 

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Proefrock to approve the 2016 
Areas of Emphasis, as presented.  Motion carried. 

 
Item 4 / Report of Finance Committee  

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Proefrock to approve the ordinance 
to amend Chapter 2.44 to identify residency restrictions for the Village Administrator 
position.  Motion carried. 

 
Item 5 / Report of Finance Committee  

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Proefrock to approve amendment to 
Section 19.10 of the Personnel Handbook to identify residency restrictions for the 
Village Administrator position.  Motion carried. 

 
Item 1 / Report of Board of Public Works  
Director of Public Works David Murphy gave a brief background.  He noted the $10,000 does 
include all costs to the Village of Grafton. 

 
Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Harbeck to approve payment to Canadian 
National in the amount of $10,000 for providing a new crossing at Spring Street and 
provide flag staff during work within their right-of-way.  Motion carried. 

 
Item 1 / Report of Public Safety Commission 
President Brunnquell asked for a brief overview on the donation.  
 
Grafton Fire Chief William Rice noted the newest versions of Emergency Medical Dispatch 
software are very advanced.  When a call is typically made for a medical emergency, in reality it is 
not common for someone to receive pre-arrival instructions for the individual in an emergency 
situation.  Therefore, an Ozaukee County solution has been determined to be the newer 
software. There is a cost to link to the existing CAD, as well as the Village of Grafton Dispatch 
Center.  This project will be substantially funded through donations, although very expensive.  It is 
the Grafton Fire Department’s hope that the Village of Grafton will be the first community to install 
the new software program.  The Village of Grafton would be funding $15,000 and the Town of 
Grafton $5,000.  Aurora Health Care Foundation will be picking up a substantial amount of the 
cost for purchase and related training for the new county-wide system.   
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President Brunnquell noted in an emergency, a caller would be walked through a series of 
questions that happens on the other end of the phone.  This goes hand in hand with the new 
paramedic program, adding safety measures in the community.  He noted, if someone can make 
just one life and death decision, it is well worth the cost. 
 

Motion by Trustee Antoine, seconded by Trustee Proefrock to approve donation of 
$15,000 to Aurora Health Care Foundation for the purchase of Emergency Medical 
Dispatch software and related training.  Motion carried. 

 
Item 2 / Report of Public Safety Commission  
 

Motion by Trustee Harbeck, seconded by Trustee Meinecke to authorize the Police 
Department to participate in the U.S. Office of Justice Programs grant application 
process for body-worn cameras.   

 
President Brunnquell noted the recent news and the new awareness for equipment benefits.   
 

Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENT AND OFFICERS REPORT 
Director of Public Works Dave Murphy gave a brief report of Falls Road. They have started on the 
water main and next week will begin sanitary sewer.  Next, they will move on to storm sewer.  
 
Mr. Murphy reported on the Bobolink Avenue project.  The contractor for the developer has installed 
all the laterals to the lots finishing all the storm sewer.  The pond will be fixed for water diversion.  
Once the pond is ready, the final hookups will be completed.  
 
Fire Chief William Rice reported the new Division Chief is now on board.  The Division Chief 
Karpinski’s knowledge in fire department experience exceeds what was previously anticipated.  His 
prior employment was with Village of Germantown and he dealt with similar things in his position 
there.  Fire inspections have become much more effective now when working with Village Building 
Inspector Tom Johnson.   
 
LICENSES 
Item 1/ Approval of Operator’s Licenses 

 
Motion by Trustee Antoine, seconded by Trustee Liss to approve the issuance of the 
operator’s licenses, as presented.  Motion carried. 

 
Item 2 / Denial of Operator’s License 
Village Attorney Mike Herbrand noted under Wisconsin State Statutes, if an individual applying for 
an operator’s license habitually repeats violations, the operator’s license can be denied.  Village 
Administrator Darrell Hofland noted the Village staff-proposed denial was due to incomplete 
inaccurate information, as was mentioned on the Police Chief’s report.  
 

Motion by Trustee Harbeck, seconded by Trustee Proefrock to deny the issuance of the 
operator license to Richard S. Minott, as presented.  Motion carried. 
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REPORT OF BILLS 

 
Motion by Trustee Proefrock, seconded by Trustee Krueger to approve the payment of 
Village expenditures in the amount of $697,594.68. Motion carried. 
  

OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None  
 
CONVENE TO CLOSED SESSION:  

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Antoine to Convene to Closed Session, at 
6:33 p.m., pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85(g) to confer with legal counsel for 
the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be 
adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved 
(litigation/mandamus action by Continental Grafton, LLC) 

 
President Brunnquell-Aye   Trustee Liss-Aye   
Trustee Harbeck-Aye    Trustee Meinecke-Aye  
Trustee Antoine-Aye    Trustee Proefrock-Aye 
Trustee Tom Krueger-Aye 
  
Motion carried by roll call vote. 

 
During the 19 minutes of closed session, the Village Board discussed legal strategies associated with 
the litigation initiated by Continental Grafton LLC and the Open Meeting violation complaint filed by 
Continental Grafton LLC. 
 
RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION: 
 

Motion by Trustee Krueger,  seconded by Trustee Harbeck to adjourn from Closed 
Session and reconvene into the regular order of business at 6:52 p.m. Motion carried by 
roll call vote.  

 
ADJOURN 
 

Motion by Trustee Proefrock, seconded by Trustee Krueger to adjourn Village Board 
meeting at 6:52 p.m. Motion carried. 


