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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

JUNE 24, 2009 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission meeting was called to order at 6:37 p.m. by 
Trustee James Grant in the absence of Chair Ralph Zaun. (Trustee Grant was acting 
Chairman for this meeting). 
 
Commission members present:  Trustee Jim Grant, Trustee David Liss, Commissioners 
Sheldon Sepstead, Norb Studelska, Sr., Judy Baer and Matt Zipter  
  
Absent: Chair Ralph Zaun  
 
Staff/Officials present:  Mary Kay Buratto, AICP 
 
Others present: Angela Mack (1701 North 11th Avenue) Melissa Schmitz (111 W. Bridge 
Street) and Gina and Madeline Studelska (1125 Vienna Court)  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Motion by Trustee Liss, second by Commissioner Zipter, to approve the 
minutes of the March 17, 2009 and June 10, 2009 Historic Preservation 
Commission meetings, as presented.  Approved unanimously. 

 
HEAR PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
None. 
 
DISCUSSION OF 2009 WALK OF FAME CEREMONY 
Following a brief discussion, Commissioners agreed that it would be appropriate to hold 
the Walk of Fame induction ceremony between acts during the annual Grafton Blues 
Festival. This year the festival will be held on August 21 and August 22.  
Commissioners suggested that the ceremony take place around the performance by 
Honeyboy Edwards, a 93 year old blues musician who has performed at the festival 
since its inception. 
 
Commissioners asked Planner Buratto to contact Kris Raymond to ask her if the 
ceremony could be made a part of the festival. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A PRESS RELEASE FOR THE 2009 WALK OF FAME 
CEREMONY 
Commissioners reviewed the press release drafted by Planner Buratto.  She will consult 
with Angela Mack on final arrangements for playing a selection from each of the 
inductees and include that on the press release. Commissioners also asked that she not 
issue the press release until it is known if Kris Raymond will incorporate the ceremony 
with the entertainment on Saturday of the Festival. By consensus, Commissioners 
approved the press release. 
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CONSIDERATION OF BID TO ENGRAVE TWO PIANO KEYS ON THE WALK OF 
FAME 
Commissioners reviewed a bid proposal for the engraving of two piano keys in the Walk 
of Fame in the Paramount Plaza from Hilgendorf-Rock of Ages, in the amount of $1,208 
for the project. Commissioners were pleased that again the Hilgendorf’s were able to do 
the engraving at a special price for the Village.  
 

Motion by Commissioner Baer, seconded by Trustee Liss, to recommend 
that the Village Board accept the bid in the amount of $1,208, from 
Hilgendorf-Rock of Ages, Grafton, WI, for the engraving of two piano keys 
on the Walk of Fame in the Paramount Plaza.  Approved unanimously. 

 
DISCUSSION OF FUNDING FOR SCANNING AND CATALOGING HISTORIC 
PHOTOGRAPHIC PLATES / CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDING THE GIRL 
SCOUT PROJECT TO THE VILLAGE BOARD 
Planner Buratto informed Commissioners that the Historic Preservation Commission 
has received a check for $1,000 from the Zaun Foundation LTD to cover the cost of the 
scanner and software for scanning the glass photographic plates in Michael Matthies 
studio.  Once the donation has been accepted by the Village Board, the Historic 
Preservation Commission can purchase the scanner and software and the Girl Scouts 
can begin their scanning and organizing project. 
 
Mrs. Studelska stated that the Girl Scouts will each scan fifty of the glass negatives and 
will sort the plates into various groups, such as portraits, landscapes, chair samples, 
etc.  They will also present their scanned photos around the community at senior 
centers, the library, and schools to increase awareness of this vast treasure.  They will 
also print some of the pictures for display. Mrs. Studelska also mentioned that a place 
needs to be found to store the glass plates during and after they are scanned. 
 
Commissioners thought of several ideas for completing the scanning of all the plates 
that Michael Matthies owns.  The HPC could seek volunteers to assist with the scanning 
and others to upload the photos to a website.  The local paper could be approached to 
publish one photo each week and a caption asking if anyone can identify the person in 
the photo.  
 
Mrs. Studelska asked if any money was left after the purchase of the scanner and 
software, would the Girl Scouts be able to use it to buy photo copying paper.   
 
Commissioners were fairly sure that the cost of the scanner and software would likely 
use up all of the donation money.  They also stated that since the money was being 
given specifically to the Historic Preservation Commission for the scanner and software, 
the Historic Preservation Commission would not be able to give the money to the Girl 
Scouts to purchase paper.  It was suggested that the Girl Scouts seek donations for 
their consumable supplies for the project.  
 

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Commissioner Baer, to recommend 
to the Village Board accept the donation of $1,000 from the Zaun 
Foundation for the purchase of a glass negative scanner and software, by 



 3 

the Historic Preservation Commission, and the use of the same by Girl 
Scouts Madeline Studelska and Lisa Chin to scan 100 of the glass 
negatives owned by Michael Matthies. Approved unanimously. 

 
REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF A PRESS RELEASE ABOUT THE GIRL SCOUT 
PROJECT AND ITS CONNECTION TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION 
Commissioners and Gina Studelska agreed that they should work with Angela Mack on 
a press release about the project, and to include the information on the Zaun 
Foundation LTD donation and the role the Historic Preservation Commission has in this 
project. The press release will be from the Girl Scouts only.  
 
UPDATE ON CREATION OF A CITIZEN COMMITTEE TO ESTABLISH A GRAFTON 
HISTORY MUSEUM AND EFFORTS TO FIND FUNDING SOURCES FOR CREATING 
A MUSEUM 
There was nothing to report at this time, so it was determined that the item be held over 
to a future meeting. 
 

Motion by Commissioner Sepstead, seconded by Commissioner Baer, to 
table this item to a future meeting. Approved unanimously.   

 
AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING 
Items for the next agenda are an update on the creation of a citizen committee to 
establish a Grafton History Museum, presentation to the Commission of sample glass 
negatives, and a review of the Girl Scout proposal to scan the negatives.  
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
SET DATE AND TIME FOR NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 29, 2009 at 6:30 p.m., in the upper 
level Committee Room at Grafton Village hall.  
 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Commissioner Sepstead, seconded by Trustee Liss, to adjourn 
at 7:27 p.m. Approved unanimously. 
 

 


