
 

THE QUARTERLY 

MESSENGER 
 

December 2009 

 

Dear Citizens, 
 

Another autumn season is behind us as we get ready to usher out a pivotal year in the Village.  
Celebrate Grafton, a new non-profit charged with organizing and running community events—including 
the Giro d’Grafton, Fall Pumpkin Festival and the first Cyclocross—had a successful year.  We look 
forward to even more activities in 2010.  The Paramount Blues Festival, a production of the Grafton 
Blues Association, paid their fourth annual tribute to Grafton’s musical heritage.  We salute those 
organizations and the Grafton Area Chamber of Commerce for their commitment to community events. 
 

The Village Board ratified the 2010 budget at the beginning of November. I am pleased to report that 
the Village’s portion of your tax bill shows the lowest tax levy increase in 10 years. The 1.5 percent 
increase, mostly due to previously negotiated labor contracts, translates to approximately $20 on a 
$200,000 home.  I urge you to visit the Village’s web site for budget details.   
 

Although the creation of the annual budget is one of the most important tasks we undertake, this year 
the future of the Bridge Street Dam also takes center stage. By the time you read this, the decision to 
keep or remove the dam may be settled. I want to provide some personal reasons on why I think the 
controversy over the issue is encouraging from a Village branding perspective. 
 

Several years ago when it became apparent that the downtown ―brick and mortar‖ redevelopment effort 
was gathering momentum, I felt it was important to create a stronger sense of community identity in 
order to sustain the efforts and investments being made.  I started a branding committee and assigned 
it to our economic development organization called EDGE to oversee.  The reason for this is that 
EDGE is represented by the Village, Town, Grafton School District and Chamber. Branding is a sense 
of being and all these stakeholders have a vested interest.  A branding subcommittee of EDGE was 
created to start the process creating that sense of community. 
 

Significant results of this effort are the new logo and a tag line that reads ―Quality Life. Naturally.‖  From 
this effort, the Village has since created a sustainability committee dedicated to preserving and 
promoting conservation, recycling and educating in the concepts of going ―green‖ and living a more 
natural life.  The branding committee has engaged the Grafton School District in getting students 
involved in the community and has identified activities downtown and in the community that support the 
concept of ―Quality Life. Naturally.‖  EDGE and its representation endorse the concepts of branding as 
it will create that self-sustaining sense of self which is needed to be a successful community. 
 

As the branding effort has been implemented over the last several years, it is clear to me that the 
barometer of its initial success can be measured in the controversy over the Bridge Street Dam.  
Clearly, the concept of removing the dam represents a fundamental shift towards accepting the natural 
component of the brand.  As recent as two years ago, I believe the thought of the dam removal would 
not have generated much support, yet today we find that residents are divided on the subject.   

http://www.village.grafton.wi.us/DocumentView.aspx?DID=1229


The other encouraging result of this issue is the fact that residents and businesses are becoming more 
involved in issues that affect the fabric of the community.  I take this as a positive sign that the branding 
effort is paying off and the growing ―sense of community‖ is taking hold.  When residents can create 
and communicate a consistent message of what Grafton means to them, branding will have 
succeeded. 
 
Although we have a ways to go, I believe that however the Bridge Street Dam issue is resolved, the 
newly created tag line of ―Quality Life. Naturally.‖ is now a firm part of the community of Grafton’s 
psyche.  It will grow over time to a point whereby issues such as removing a dam will be considered in 
the context of living the brand and is it ―natural?‖ 
 
Thank you, and have a great Holiday Season. 
 
 
Jim Brunnquell 
Village President 
 

 
THANK YOU ADOPT-A-FLOWER 

BED VOLUNTEERS! 
 
The Adopt-a-Flower Bed program has completed 
another successful season. 
 

Many thanks go out to the 14 families, 
businesses, and community organizations that 
maintained Grafton’s public flower beds in 2009. 

 
ELECTION NEWS 

VOTING LOCATION CHANGE 
 
Village staff has been working with the Grafton 
School District to find a voting location that will 
meet our current and future site needs. In order 
to continue to have one polling location which 
makes it easier for residents, it was decided to 
move from the current location at the Grafton 
High School.  
 
Beginning with the 2010 election schedule, all 
residents in the Village of Grafton will vote in 
the new (west) gymnasium at John Long 
Middle School, 700 Hickory Street. The change 
to this location will provide better access to the 
polls, and on-site and street parking will provide 
more parking options. The proximity of the poll 
location to the adjacent residential area will also 
allow some residents to walk to the polls.  
 
Thank you for your patience during the transition 
from the current location to the new voting site.  

 
 

SPRING BALLOT 
 

A spring election will be held on Tuesday, April 6, 
2010, in the John Long Middle School 
gymnasium, 700 Hickory Street.  Voters will have 
the opportunity to elect the following village 
officials: 
VILLAGE TRUSTEE, for a term of two years to be 
elected at large, to succeed Susan Meinecke 
whose term expires on April 20, 2010. 
 

VILLAGE TRUSTEE, for a term of two years to be 
elected at large, to succeed David Liss whose 
term expires on April 20, 2010. 
 

VILLAGE TRUSTEE, for a term of two years to be 
elected at large, to succeed Scott Volkert whose 
term expires on April 20, 2010.  
 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the first day to 
circulate nomination papers is Monday, 
December 1, 2009, and the final day for filing 
nomination papers is Tuesday, January 5, 2010, 
at 5:00 p.m.  
 

Nomination papers are available in the Village 
Clerk’s Office located at Grafton Village Hall, 
860 Badger Circle, daily from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 
 

Nomination papers are also available from the 
Government Accountability Board – Elections 
Division website at: http://elections.state.wi.us. 
 
 
 

http://elections.state.wi.us/


BINDING AND ADVISORY REFERENDUM QUESTIONS 
 
The April 6, 2010 ballot will also include two referendum questions regarding the Bridge Street Dam.  
 
The binding referendum question:  
 
It is hereby resolved by the Village Board of the Village of Grafton that the Bridge Street Dam be 
preserved until at least 2019 (the year by which any potential modifications necessary to bring the dam 
into compliance with the requirements of Wis. Adm. Code NR333 would have to be completed), unless 
ordered to take action earlier under state law, in order to allow a comprehensive, independent analysis 
thoroughly evaluating all reasonable, cost-effective alternatives to comply with state law pertaining to 
dams, given: 
 
 (i) The irreversible nature of the dam’s removal prior to such an analysis; 
 (ii). The dam’s aesthetic importance as a Grafton landmark; 
 (iii). The many recreational opportunities the dam affords; 
 (iv) The uncertainties regarding the economic impact dam removal may have upon public 
and private property adjacent to the Milwaukee River and the community at large; and 
 (v) The historical significance of the dam. 
 
This Resolution does not prohibit the construction of a fish ladder. 
 
The advisory referendum question: 
 
If there are Village costs associated with the removal, repair, replacement or modification of the Bridge 
Street Dam, do you wish those costs to be: 

1. A general Village tax increase; or  
2. The costs absorbed by Tax Incremental District No. 3 (Downtown). 

 

EVERY VOTE COUNTS – BE SURE YOURS IS INCLUDED. 

 

SNOW & ICE REMOVAL 
 

Snow and ice removal from sidewalks by 
property owners is required by Village Ordinance.  
Snow and ice MUST be removed by 10:00 p.m. 
on the day following the snowfall.  Snow may 
NOT be thrown, blown, or plowed into or 
across the roadway.   
 

The penalty for not removing snow and ice is $50 
- $200 plus the cost of prosecution for EACH 
offense. 
 

WINTER PARKING 
 

Winter parking is in effect from December 1 until 
April 1.  There is 30 minute parking on all Village 
streets from 2:00 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.  No parking 
is allowed during a snow emergency.  If you have 
a special need for a vehicle to be parked on the 
street overnight, you may call the Police 
Department for one night permission at 375-
5320.  Permission may be granted, dependent on 
weather conditions. 

SNOW EMERGENCY 
 
The declaration of a snow emergency by the 
Village President occurs when: 
 
1. The safety of the citizens is at risk; and 
2. To enable effective snow removal operations 

by the Department of Public Works. 
 
This winter, please be alert to ―Snow Emergency‖ 
situations and take appropriate measures.  All 
vehicles must be removed from all Village streets 
in a snow emergency. 
 
You can check the Village cable station 14 for 
up-to-date information when severe weather is in 
progress. 

  



GRAFTON HIGH SCHOOL 
POOL HOURS 

(Through May 2010) 
 

ADULT LAP SWIM 
Monday and Wednesday 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 

DAILY FEES:   ADULT / SENIOR 
Resident Daily Admission  $3.00 
Non-resident    $4.00 
 

PUNCH CARD FEES: 
    ADULT / SENIOR 
Resident 10 Visits   $25.00 
Resident 20 Visits   $50.00 
 

Non-resident 10 Visits  $35.00 
Non-resident 20 Visits  $70.00 
 

POOL CLOSURE DATES: 
December 24, 2009 – January 3, 2010 
April 3 – 10, 2010 
Tentative Season Closure Date: May 29, 2010 
(Please check information board at pool for future 
dates) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BASKETBALL CAMPS FOR CHILDREN 
IN GRADES 3 - 8 

 

Information on basketball camps beginning 
January 9 for children in grades 3-8 can be found 
in the Department’s fall, winter and spring 
recreation booklet which is available on the 

Village’s website. 
 

AMERICAN RED CROSS  
BABYSITTER TRAINING 

 
Babysitter Training courses for 
boys and girls ages 11 and up will 
be offered on three different dates: 
February 20, March 20 and April 
17. Further information can be found in the 
Department’s fall, winter and spring recreation 
booklet which is available on the Village’s 
website. 

 

FUTURE STARS 
YOUTH BASKETBALL CAMP 

 
Do something fun this winter!  Boys and girls will 
be introduced to the game of basketball.  
Fundamental and game skills will be emphasized 
along with sportsmanship and fun.  Games will 
be played.  Preschool age 4 through second 
grade. Separate camps are held for boys and 
girls. 
 
Saturdays, January 9 – February 20, 2010 
GIRLS’ ROOKIE CAMP 
Preschool Ages 4 & 5, K-4 & K-5 at 9:00 a.m. 
(Youth must be 4 years of age by start of 
program) 
 
GIRLS’ VETERANS CAMP 
First grade & second grade at 9:00 a.m. 
 
BOYS’ ROOKIE CAMP 
Preschool Ages 4 & 5, K-4 & K-5 at 10:00 a.m. 
(Youth must be 4 years of age by start of 
program) 
 
BOYS’ VETERANS CAMP 
First grade & second grade at 11:00 a.m. 
 
LOCATION: John Long Middle School 

Gymnasium 
  700 Hickory Street 
 
FEE: Resident  $  8.00 
 Non-resident  $16.00 
 
Pre-registration is required. A registration 
program flyer will be distributed through the 
school district.  You may also download a 
registration form from the Village’s website or 
register in person at the Park and Recreation 
Department. 
 

HOLIDAY HOURS 
 
In observation of the Christmas and New Year 
Holidays, the Municipal Offices will be closed the 
following days: 

 
Thursday, December 24, 2009 

Friday, December 25, 2009 
Thursday, December 31, 2009 

Friday, January 1, 2010 
 

http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.village.grafton.wi.us/archives/36/fall%20booklet.pdf
http://www.village.grafton.wi.us/archives/36/fall%20booklet.pdf
http://www.village.grafton.wi.us/archives/36/fall%20booklet.pdf
http://www.village.grafton.wi.us/archives/36/fall%20booklet.pdf


WATER / SEWER RATE NEWS 

 
In follow-up to a comprehensive review of its rates, 
the Water & Wastewater Utility has requested 
increases to both water and sewer charges to 
general service customers in 2010.  The request 
will include a 16.4 percent increase in water 
revenues and a 19.2 percent increase in sewer 
revenues.  The purpose for the increase is to offset 
increased water and wastewater operation and 
maintenance expenses, decreased water sales 
and increased debt service as a result of major 
improvement projects over the last four years.  The 
new rates will also generate more cash to pay for 
routine infrastructure replacement projects without 
adding to debt service.  The typical customer will 
notice an approximate $7.07 per quarter increase 
in the water charges and a $12.82 per quarter 
increase in the sewer portion of utility billing 
charges.  The Utility anticipates approval and 
authorization of new rates by the Wisconsin Public 
Service Commission in December.  If this occurs, 
the new water and sewer rates will take effect by or 
before January 1, 2010.  Residential customers will 
receive their first billing under the new rates shortly 
after March 31, 2010.  The Utility’s last 
comprehensive rate increase took place in 2005. 

 
CHRISTMAS TREES 

 
The Village is once again promoting the recycling 
of Christmas trees. 
 
Please remove items such as tinsel, lights, 
ornaments, wire or nails and any other hardware 
prior to placing your tree out for chipping.   
 
The Department of Public Works will collect 
Christmas trees placed at the curb on or before 
January 15, 2010.  Trees may also be brought to 
the Hickory Street yard Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 
 
All Christmas wreaths and garland must be 
disposed of with your weekly trash collection.  Due 
to the materials these items are made of they 
cannot be chipped or placed in the compost pile. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the 
Public Works Department at 375-5325. 
 

ROBERT P. ZAUN PAVILION  
AVAILABLE FOR 2010 RESERVATIONS 

 

Reserve the Robert P. Zaun Pavilion in Lime Kiln 
Park for your next event! This beautiful facility is 
heated in the winter and air conditioned during the 
warm, summer months. Amenities include kitchen 
facilities with stove and refrigerator, electrical 
outlets, restrooms, interior banquet room and 
exterior open-air pavilion. Interior capacity is 87 
people with seating for 77.  The open-pavilion has 
six picnic tables with seating for 48. 
 

Reservations for the Robert P. Zaun Pavilion are 
accepted on a first come, first served basis. To 
reserve the pavilion, please call the Parks and 
Recreation Department at 375-5310 for availability. 
Reservations are not accepted by telephone. 
Interested parties must file the necessary 
Conditional Permit Agreement and fees in person 
to guarantee a reservation. 
 

Following are fees for the Robert P. Zaun Pavilion 
(fees include both the interior and exterior pavilion 
areas). 
 

ROBERT P. ZAUN PAVILION 
Lime Kiln Park 

2020 S. Green Bay Road 

WEEKEND RATES:  FRIDAY, SATURDAY & 
SUNDAY 

CATEGORY PARK 
FEE 

DEPOSIT TOTAL 
DUE 

Resident  $175.00  $  75.00  $250.00 

Resident Non-
Profit 

 125.00  50.00  175.00 

Resident 
Company 

 250.00  100.00  350.00 

Non-Resident  225.00  75.00  300.00 

Non-Resident 
Non-Profit 

 175.00  50.00  225.00 

Non-Resident 
Company 

 300.00  100.00  400.00 

WEEKDAY RATES:  MONDAY – THURSDAY  
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS) 

Resident  $100.00  $  75.00  $175.00 

Resident Non-
Profit 

 75.00  50.00  125.00 

Resident 
Company 

 125.00  100.00  225.00 

Non-Resident  125.00  75.00  200.00 

Non-Resident 
Non-Profit 

 100.00  50.00  150.00 

Non-Resident 
Company 

 150.00  100.00  250.00 



TAX PAYMENT OPTIONS 
 

Please read these instructions carefully to avoid problems in making a timely 
tax payment. 
 

The tax bill that you receive in the mail in December will be the only one 
you receive.  No additional reminder bills will be sent.  The new bill will have 
tear-off stubs should you elect to pay in installments.  Please include a stub 
with each payment that you make.  This will help insure that your payment will 
be applied to your tax bill properly.  Tax bills will not be mailed to lending 
institutions on mortgaged properties.  If you have an escrow account, it is your 

responsibility to contact your lending institution to make the necessary arrangements for the payment 
of the taxes.  The official U.S. postmark will determine whether your payment is timely.  A receipt will 
not be mailed unless a self-addressed stamped envelope is included with your payment. 
 

OPTION 1:  FULL PAYMENT 
 

Under this option, full payment must be made on or before January 31, 2010.  All personal property 
taxes, special assessments, and special charges appearing on the bill must be paid in full on or before 
January 31, 2010. 
 

OPTION 2:  INSTALLMENT PAYMENT 
 

Under this option, the first installment must be made on or before January 31, 2010.  The amount of the 
first installment shall be, at a minimum, the sum of all special assessments and special charges and 
one half of the real property taxes, less any lottery credit.  An additional 25 percent of the real property 
taxes will be due on or before March 31, 2010, with the remaining balance due on May 31, 2010.  If the 
first installment of real property taxes is not paid on or before January 31, 2010, the entire amount of 
the remaining unpaid balance is delinquent as of February 1.  If the second or any subsequent 
installment payment is not paid by the due date specified, the entire amount of the unpaid balance is 
delinquent with interest and penalty calculated from February 1. 
 

 

VILLAGE HALL LOCATION AND HOURS 
860 Badger Circle 

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

CLOSED 
December 24, 25, 31, and January 1 

 

 

Taxes may be paid at Village Hall, Bank Mutual, Cornerstone Community Bank, Harris Bank, or Port 
Washington State Bank.  If business hours are inconvenient for you, a drop box is located at the 
entrance to Village Hall.  Any payment placed in the Village Hall drop box before midnight will be 
credited for that business day. 
 

If you are paying with an escrow check, remember all individuals listed as co-payees must endorse the 
check.   If your escrow check exceeds the amount of taxes due, a refund check will be mailed to you in 
approximately five working days from date of payment if you pay your taxes at Village Hall. 
 

If your escrow check is larger than your tax bill, you may make payment at one of the banks to receive 
an immediate refund. 

 
 
 



TAX PAYMENT LOCATIONS AND HOURS 
 

 

For your convenience, your tax bill(s) may be paid at the locations listed below and at Village Hall, 
860 Badger Circle. Village Hall will be closed December 24, 25, 31 and January 1. 

 
When paying your taxes at any of the banks, present your copy of your tax bill to identify the 
appropriate account. 
 

 

Grafton Lobby / 2030 Wisconsin Street / 262-375-2121 

Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 

CLOSED: Friday, December 25 and Friday, January 1 

 

 
 

 Grafton Lobby / 101 Falls Road / 262-377-5511 

Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 

CLOSED: Friday, December 25 and Friday, January 1 

 Grafton Lobby / 1200 Washington Street / 262-377-4000 

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 

CLOSED: Friday, December 25 and Friday, January 1 

 
 Grafton Lobby / 2080 Washington Street / 262-375-0100 

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 

CLOSED: Friday, December 25, Saturday, December 26 and Friday, 
January 1 

 
PAYMENTS BY CREDIT CARD 

 
The Village of Grafton has contracted with Official Payments to offer customers the option of paying 
their taxes by credit card. Payments can be made at www.officialpayments.com.  Official Payments 
Corp. does charge a convenience fee for this service.  The convenience fee is based on the dollar 
amount of the taxes that are paid. 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 Grafton Lobby / 2090 Wisconsin Avenue / 262-375-9150 

Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 

CLOSED: Friday, December 25 and Friday, January 1 

http://www.officialpayments.com/


WHAT YOU GET FOR YOUR VILLAGE TAX DOLLARS 
 
Where do my Village tax dollars go?  Less than one third of your total property tax payment (30 
percent) is used to pay for all Village of Grafton provided services.  Budgets of other taxing 
jurisdictions, including Ozaukee County, Grafton School District, Cedarburg School District, 
Milwaukee Area Technical College, and the State of Wisconsin also impact your taxes.  Costs shown 
are based on a home assessed value of $250,000.  This home would pay $1,594 for its Village of 
Grafton services.  Figures are based on the 2010 adopted Village of Grafton Budget and the portion 
of the budget supported by property taxes net of other sources of revenue. 

 

Police Protection.  Twenty-two sworn police officers and six telecommunicators keep 
Grafton safe around the clock.  Activities include traffic enforcement, crime investigation 
and education programs. 

$   576 

Public Works / Engineering.  Includes maintenance programs such as storm sewer 
maintenance, pothole patching, street cleaning, traffic light maintenance, snow removal, 
flood control, street painting and weed cutting.  The Engineering Division provides 
design, maintenance and rehabilitation of infrastructure and community facilities. 

$   227 

Debt Service.  Includes debt payments for prior year capital projects.  Types of projects 
include the Wisconsin Avenue reconstruction project, and infrastructure improvements. 

$   191 

General Government / Administrative Services.  Includes Village Board, Village 
Administration, Legal, Assessing, Clerk, Elections, and Finance.   

$   146 

Sanitation / Recycling.  Encompasses trash and recycling collection and disposal 
programs.  This includes seasonal brush collection, curbside leaf pickup, and 
environmental groundwater monitoring. 

$   97 

Capital Improvement Projects.  Includes streets, curbs, gutters, storm sewers, 
retention ponds, park enhancements, and facility improvements 

$     92 

Parks / Recreation.  Oversees programs to meet leisure and recreation needs of the 
community.  Recreation activities include sports, aquatics, fitness, seniors, and teen 
programs.  There are 17 developed parks and facilities including pavilions walking/biking 
trails, tennis courts, swimming pool, and athletic fields. 

$     91 

Library.  The U.S.S. Liberty Memorial Public Library is funded by the Village and Town 
of Grafton.  Books, videos, DVDs, Internet access, magazines and programs are 
provided by the Library. 

$     84 

Fire Protection / Emergency Medical Services.  The Grafton Volunteer Fire 
Department, Inc. is staffed by 30 volunteer personnel ready to respond to emergencies 
around the clock.  The Fire Department protects the lives and properties of citizens and 
businesses by providing fire prevention, fire suppression and emergency medical 
services.   

$     73 

Community Development. / Inspections.  The Planning and Development Department 
plans for the orderly development of Grafton, which includes processing development 
plans.   The Inspections Department administers and enforces local, state, and national 
codes related to building design and construction.  

$     17 

 
 Total Village of Grafton 2009 Tax Bill ($250,000 Assessed Valued Home) $1,594 

 
Total Village of Grafton 2008 Tax Bill ($250,000 Assessed Valued Home)      $1,568

    
Water and Wastewater Utilities.  Residents and businesses receive a water and wastewater 
utility bill.  Charges are calculated according to how much water is consumed and wastewater 
produced.  No taxpayer funds are used to support the Utilities’ operations. 
 
 



LIBRARY EVENTS! 
 

Join us for fun filled events at the U.S.S. Liberty 
Memorial Public Library, 1620 Eleventh Avenue. 
 

Saturday, December 12 at 11:00 a.m. 
Movie event:   
Disney's Santa Buddies 
Youth Meeting Room 
Rated G, Runtime 88 minutes 
 

Monday, December 28 at 5:00 p.m. 
Movie event:   
Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince 
Rated PG for scary images, some violence, 
language and mild sensuality  
Runtime 153 minutes 
 

Tuesday, December 29 at 6:00 p.m. 
New Year’s Party at the Library!! 
 

Party down with us at the Library while we ring in 
an early new year!  Come and enjoy stories, 
crafts, games, snacks and more!  This program is 
geared to school age children, but all are 
welcome.  A responsible adult must attend with 
young children. 
 

Wednesday, December 30 at 2:00 p.m. 
Movie Event: 
Disney’s G-Force 
Rated PG for some mild action and rude humor 
Runtime 88 minutes 
 

No registration is required.  Snacks and 
beverages will be permitted during the movies.  A 
responsible adult should accompany young 
children.  If you are disabled and need 
assistance, please contact Youth Services at 375-
5315. 

 
ICE SKATING 

 
Winter is just around the corner and 
along with it comes ice skating!  
Weather permitting, an unsupervised rink will be 
maintained at the mill pond at Veterans Memorial 
Park.  A green light near the rink indicates the ice is 
safe; red indicates skating is prohibited. 
 
Conditions that determine the ice is safe for 
skating: 8 inches thick for skating; 12 inches thick 
for plowing.  Open mid-December to mid-February 
(weather permitting). 

FAMILY STORY TIMES 
 
Mondays, March 1 – May 10 
11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
 
No registration is required.  For more information 
contact the Library or visit the website at 
www.grafton.lib.wi.us.   

 
SPRING STORY TIMES 

 

Registration:  February 22 – 26 
Where: Children’s Library at U.S.S 

Liberty Memorial Public Library 
 

Story time introduces children ages 2 – 5 to the 
Library and the joy of reading.  Story time 
includes stories, finger plays, songs, small crafts 
and coloring.   

 
Two & Three Year Olds:  March 2 – May 14 
Tuesdays:    6:00 p.m. –   6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays:  

 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 

Four & Five Year Olds:    March 2 – May 14 
Wednesdays:    6:00 p.m. –   6:45 p.m. 
Thursdays:  10:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 
 
Registration is limited.  For more information, 
contact the Library or visit the website at 
www.grafton.lib.wi.us.   

 

 
SUMMER SEWER CREDIT ENDS 

 

The Water Department would again like to remind 
all residents that the summer sewer/sprinkling 
credit ended with the October 1 billing.  For 
periods of service billed December 31 and March 
31, the actual volume of water used will be billed 
fully at the effective water and sewer rates.  No 
credit is given for water used which does not 
enter the sanitary sewer system.  This change 
can result in a slightly higher than expected bill in 
January, if for example, a homeowner waters 
trees or shrubs in late September or October. 
 

If you have any questions on this matter, please 
contact the Water Department at 375-5330. 
 
 

http://www.grafton.lib.wi.us/
http://www.grafton.lib.wi.us/


ADOPT A HYDRANT 

 
If your property has a fire hydrant located 
adjacent to it, please assist the Grafton Water 
Department and Grafton Fire Department this 
winter by keeping it clear from snow. 
 
By clearing the snow, you will be performing an 
important community service which is greatly 
appreciated by the Village and all who depend 
upon that hydrant for public fire protection.  

 
CLOUDY DRINKING WATER? 

 

Have you ever noticed cloudy water in your glass 
after ―drawing‖ a full one from the tap?  This is 
nothing to be concerned about.  The cloudy water 
is caused by air bubbles in the water similar to 
gas bubbles in beer or soda.  After a short while, 
the bubbles rise to the top and the water clears.  
Although Grafton utilizes ground water which 
varies little in temperature, cloudiness generally 
occurs more often in the winter when drinking 
water may be colder. 
 

TREATMENT PLANT  
IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE 

 
In March 2008, the Village awarded a $1,117,900 
contract to August Winter & Sons, Inc. for 
construction/installation of new biosolids mixing 
improvements.  These improvements were 
designed to upgrade and improve the 
effectiveness of the biosolids treatment process 
and the consistency of storage tank solids.  The 
project also included refurbishing of 25 year old 
digester tank covers and other improvements to 
upgrade the overall safety of hazardous areas 
associated with the digestion process.  All 
construction activity is now complete, and the 
project was closed out at $14,060 under the bid 
amount.  This project adds another 20 years of 
service life to the existing digester facilities and 
was a great value project for the dollars spent. 

 

 
 
 

DEPARTMENT INFORMATION 
 

Department Office Phone  Contact Person E-Mail Address 
Administration 375-5300 Darrell Hofland dhofland@village.grafton.wi.us 
Building Inspection/Assessing 375-5305 Tom Johnson tjohnson@village.grafton.wi.us 
Cable 375-2923 Carl Harms graftonstudio@wi.rr.com 
Clerk 375-5300 Teri Dylak tdylak@village.grafton.wi.us 
Finance 375-5300 Paul Styduhar pstyduhar@village.grafton.wi.us 
Library 375-5315 John Hanson jhanson4@esls.lib.wi.us 
Parks and Recreation 375-5310 John Safstrom jsafstrom@village.grafton.wi.us 
Planning and Development 375-5303 Michael Rambousek mrambousek@village.grafton.wi.us 
Police 375-5320 Charles Wenten cwenten@village.grafton.wi.us 
Public Works/Engineering 375-5325 David Murphy dmurphy@village.grafton.wi.us 
Water and Wastewater 375-5330 Tom Krueger tkrueger@village.grafton.wi.us 

 
 

VILLAGE BOARD 

 
President Home Phone E-Mail Address 
Jim Brunnquell 377-0718 jbrunnquell@village.grafton.wi.us 
Trustees   

James Grant 377-7424 trusteegrant@sbcglobal.net 
Ronald LaPean 377-2598 rlapean@village.grafton.wi.us 

David Liss 375-0177 davidliss@wi.rr.com 

Richard Rieck 375-9995 Rieck3@gmail.com 

Susan Meinecke 375-9480 smeinecke@village.grafton.wi.us 

Scott Volkert 376-0446 svolkert@village.grafton.wi.us 
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