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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
 

FEBRUARY 1, 2010 
 
President Jim Brunnquell called the Finance Committee meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Finance Committee members present: Jim Brunnquell, Jim Grant, Ron LaPean, Richard 
Rieck 
 
Staff/Officials present: Village Administrator Darrell Hofland, Finance Director Paul 
Styduhar, Building Inspector Thomas Johnson and Administrative Assistant Rachel 
Reiss 
 
HEAR PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD 
None.  
 
2010-2012 TOURISM PROMOTION SERVICES AGREEMENT AND 2010 ACTION 
PLAN 
Village Administrator Darrell Hofland stated the annual report of tourism is usually 
presented to the Finance Committee in December. He indicated that the new tourism 
agreement includes additional funds from the Hampton Inn and Suites. In addition, the 
agreement includes funding allocated for Celebrate Grafton, which the Chamber will be 
providing support staff.   
 
Nancy Hundt, Executive Director for the Grafton Area Chamber of Commerce stated the 
Chamber never receives sufficient funds for tourism; however, they do the best they can 
with the funds received. 
 
Trustee Rieck questioned the use of funds by Celebrate Grafton.  He questioned if the 
Finance Committee will be able to review the use of the funds. Administrator Hofland 
responded that the March Finance Committee agenda will include an agreement with 
Celebrate Grafton, similar to the Chamber Tourism Agreement. 
 
President Brunnquell stated the main difference in this contract is that it is a three year 
contract and there is a $6,000 firm funding commitment in addition to a 1 percent 
funding level in lieu of all their funding on a percentage basis.   
 

Motion by Trustee LaPean, seconded by Trustee Rieck, to recommend 
the Village Board accept a 2010-2012 Tourism Promotion Services 
Agreement with the Grafton Area Chamber of Commerce and accept the 
Grafton Area Chamber of Commerce’s Tourism Development - 2010 Action 
Plan, as presented. Approved unanimously. 
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REVIEW OF BAYMONT INN AND SUITES ROOM TAX 
Administrator Hofland stated it is anticipated that the third quarter room tax from the 
Baymont Inn and Suites will be received within a week. It is also anticipated that they 
will be caught up with payments by the end of the month.  
 
Trustee Grant questioned where the representatives from the Baymont Inn and Suites 
are.  Finance Director Paul Styduhar stated he contacted them and stated it was in their 
best interest to attend. Mr. Styduhar also informed them of a possible ordinance 
requiring a permit to operate a hotel may be forthcoming. 
 
Mr. Hofland stated the ordinance would allow the Village to not renew an annual 
operating license if there are any unpaid fees. This provision could alleviate situations 
like this when room tax is not paid timely. The permit cost is proposed to be established 
at $50 per year.  The proposed ordinance would also assist the Police Department in 
recommending a denial to an annual operating license for possible habitual crimes. 
 
Mr. Hofland also informed the Committee the room tax payment liability stays with the 
hotel.  If the current operator decides to sell the business, the liability becomes the new 
owner’s responsibility. 
 
2011 PAY RATE – PART TIME INSPECTORS 
Administrator Hofland stated this report has been updated since the January meeting.  
After a review of other communities, it is being recommended that the hourly rate for the 
part-time inspectors be increased to $28 per hour as of January 1, 2011.   
 
Building Inspector Tom Johnson stated this rate is fair and he foresees no problem with 
obtaining qualified employees at that rate. 
 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by LaPean, to recommend the Village 
Board place all part time inspectors on administrative contract, at a rate of 
$28 per inspection, effective January 1, 2011. Approved unanimously. 

 
ORDINANCE CREATING A PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 
Administrator Hofland stated the creation of a Public Arts Board coincides with the 
Village’s branding initiative. There is no funding associated with the creation of this Board.  
It is anticipated that this Board will work on obtaining grants to purchase art for public 
areas within the Village. 
 
Administrator Hofland reviewed the composition of the Board.  The Board will be made up 
of a Village Board member, at least three Village of Grafton residents, and the 
remaining three positions may or may not be residents of the Village. The members 
shall represent a major cultural institution (such as Milwaukee Art Museum), Cedarburg 
Cultural Center, a registered architect of the state, an artist, an art historian and an art 
consultant. 
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Trustee LaPean stated his support for the Public Arts Board, as long as there is no 
request for additional funding.   
 
Sue Haas, 1226 Water Terrace, questioned how many residents will be on the Board.  
Administrator Hofland stated there will be a total of four residents minimum; however, it 
is possible for there to be more.  
 
Administrator Hofland stated it is hoped the first meeting will be held in late spring. 
 

Motion by Trustee Rieck, seconded by Trustee Grant, to recommend the 
Village Board approve an Ordinance creating Section 2.58 Public Arts 
Board, as presented. Approved unanimously. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Trustee LaPean questioned how many committees the Village has that are able to 
spend money without Village Board approval.  Mr. Hofland stated in the past, the Water 
and Wastewater Commission could; however, that was the only committee.  All other 
committees have budgets that must be approved by the Village Board. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Rieck, to adjourn at 5:30 
p.m.  Approved unanimously.  

 


