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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

MARCH 2, 2009  
 
President Jim Brunnquell called the Village Board meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance followed.  
 
Village Board members present:  Jim Grant, Richard Rieck, Sue Meinecke, David Liss, 
Scott Volkert, Jim Brunnquell 
 
Absent:  Ron LaPean 
 
Staff / Officials present:  Village Administrator Darrell Hofland, Director of Community 
Activities John Safstrom, Village Attorney Michael Herbrand, Deputy Clerk Lisa Bohn 
 
MINUTES 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Meinecke to approve the 
2-16-2009 Village Board meeting minutes and File the 2-12-2009 
Architectural Review Board; 2-18-2009 Sustainable Grafton Ad-Hoc 
Committee; 2-18-2009 Community Activities Commission; 2-18-2009 
Community Development Authority and the 2-24-2009 Plan Commission 
meeting minutes, as presented.  Approved unanimously.   

 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
Mark Koehler, 2195 Shoshoni Street, representing the Grafton Little League, was 
present to update the Village Board on the Little League project. Project Engineer Clif 
Poynter, RA Smith National, met with Village staff to address setback and rezoning 
issues.  After the meeting the Little League felt comfortable with where the project is 
heading and the annexation process.  Mr. Koehler commented that the project has an 
aggressive time line and they would like to break ground in July with seeding and 
plantings fully grown by 2010.  Mr. Koehler and the Grafton Little League plan to 
present their plans to the Plan Commission in May.  Mr. Koehler questioned the status 
of the lease agreement between the group and the Village.  
 
President Brunnquell stated the lease agreement is currently a closed session item and 
cannot be discussed at this time.  However, Village Administrator Hofland and Village 
Attorney Herbrand have the information from the Little League and will be discussing 
the matter later in this meeting during the closed session.   
 
Mr. Koehler commented the Grafton Little Leagues Engineer is questioning if the lease 
agreement will be able to be signed sometime in March.  
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President Brunnquell stated Village Board members and staff want to see the Little 
League project move forward and hopefully Village Staff will be able to get an answer to 
him by the end of the week.   
 
Mr. Koehler questioned if any issues were to arise, will this item be back at the next 
Village Board meeting.  Mr. Hofland responded yes.  
 
Jim Eidman, 409 Highland Drive, also representing the Grafton Little League, stated the 
group meets once a week to discuss the status of the project and would like to know 
what the Village Board expects from them in handling updates.  
 
President Brunnquell stated memos, emails, or contacting Community Activities Director 
John Safstrom are possible ways to handle the communication between the Grafton 
Little League and the Village.  
 
BUSINESS PRESENTED BY THE PRESIDENT 
President Brunnquell reviewed the materials distributed for Village Board member 
review. 
 
RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES/ACTION ITEMS 
Ordinance No. 006, Series 2009, authorizing to prohibit sick leave mandates on local 
businesses. 

Motion by Trustee Rieck, seconded by Trustee Liss, to approve Ordinance 
No. 006, Series 2009, as presented. 

 
Administrator Hofland stated this action would eliminate a possible referendum, similar 
to what occurred in the City of Milwaukee, which would mandate businesses to require 
paid sick leave for their employees.   
 
President Brunnquell commented the Village is business friendly and does not want to 
dictate employee benefits provided to employees by local businesses.     
 

The motion to approve Ordinance No. 006, Series 2009 was approved 
unanimously.   

 
Approval to enter into a contract with Johnson Controls / $215,592 / to complete Energy 
Conservation Improvements at the Multi-purpose Senior Center, Library, and Water and 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (Tabled at 2-26-09 VB meeting) 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Meinecke to reject the 
contract with Johnson Controls / $215,592 / to complete Energy 
Conservation Improvements at the Multi-purpose Senior Center, Library, 
and Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant, as presented.  

 
Administrator Hofland stated this item has been to the Board of Public Works, Library 
Board, and was tabled by the Village Board two weeks ago.  Since then the Village has 
received other bids from competing contractors.  The bids came in 40 – 50 percent 
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lower than the Johnson Controls bid.  Mr. Hofland has met with Johnson Controls and 
discussed the price difference.  Johnson Controls is not interested in pursuing the 
project any further.   
 

Motion to reject entering into a contract with Johnson Controls was 
approved unanimously.    

 
Item 1 / Report of the Community Activities Commission 

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Rieck, to table the 
Approval of an addendum to the lease agreement with the North Shore 
Academy of the Arts for an outdoor art studio at the Timothy Wooden 
Community Center, as presented.  Approved unanimously.   

 
Administrator Hofland commented this is only for informational purposes.  However, 
NSAA staff would like more time to review the agreement in depth.   

 
Item 2 & 3 / Report of the Community Activities Commission 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Liss, to approve items 1 
and 2 of the Report of the Community Activities Commission, as follows: 
2. Approval to offer a youth Rugby (flag) program for boys and girls, 
grades 6 – 8, at a cost of $8 for residents and $16 for non-residents; 3. 
Authorization for Luke Mattias to utilize the Multi-purpose Senior Center 
for a martial arts program for special-needs children at a cost of $1 per 
student per class and not to exceed $100 per month contingent upon 
submittal of a Certificate of Liability Insurance, as presented.   

 
Luke Mattias, 1534 E Cedar Creek Road, Tae Kwon Do instructor at The Academy of 
Martial Arts, informed the Village Board and staff he has been an instructor for almost 
nine years at the Tae Kwon Do facility on Wisconsin Avenue.  Space is limited at the 
facility and Mr. Mattias is looking for another facility to host this program that will be able 
to accommodate people with special needs.  He commented this is a great program for 
kids and adults to help develop self confidence.     
 
President Brunnquell questioned Mr. Mattias if he has the ability to accommodate his 
cliental.  Mr. Mattias stated yes he does.   
 
Jeff Holmes, Assistant Rugby Coach for Grafton High School, informed the Village 
Board and Staff that this program is good for kids physically and mentally and is a “good 
pick me up” in spring.  This will be a flag coed program, held on Wednesday nights from 
5:30 p.m. to about 7:00 p.m., and hopefully starting the first Wednesday in April.  The 
practice location will be next to where the high school team practices in Centennial 
Park.    
 

Motion to approve items 1 & 2 of the Report of the Community Activities 
Commission were approved unanimously.   
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Item 4 / Report of the Community Activities Commission 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Volkert, to authorize the 
designation of unspent 2008 funds to be expensed in 2009 in the amount 
of $7,000 for the review and amendment of Impact Fee Study for Park and 
Recreational Facilities in the Park and Recreational Facilities Fund, and to 
recommend the Village Board designate unspent 2008 funds to be 
expensed in 2009 in the amount of $6,000 for the development of a 
Master Plan for the future South Side Park in the Park and Recreational 
Facilities Fund, as presented.   

 
Administrator Hofland stated this is related to 2008 projects that were not completed by 
the end of the year and he would like the money transferred over to the 2009 account.  
These are important projects and would still like to see them completed in 2009. 
 
Community Activities Director Safstrom stated the projected dollar amount for the two 
projects came in significantly under the budgeted amount.    
 

Motion to approve Item 4 of the Report of the Community Activities 
Commission was approved unanimously.   

 
Item 1 / Report of the Plan Commission 
Resolution No. 010, Series 2009, approving conditionally approving the final plat for 
Blackhawk Valley IV Subdivision, subject to satisfaction of conditions was offered by 
Trustee Grant. 
 

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Volkert, to approve 
Resolution No. 010, Series 2009, as presented.  Approved unanimously.   

 
LICENSES 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Meinecke to approve the 
issuance of the following licenses:   “Class A” Fermented Malt 
Beverage/Intoxicating Liquor license to: Scott A Sadownikow-agent - 
Wisconsin Convenience Store Management LLC / d.b.a. Gateway BP / 
2601 Washington Street;  Operators Licenses: Joshua J. Heinecke – 
Qdoba / Ramanda Bannenberg-Gateway BP / Michael McLean – Gateway 
BP and Jason Wix – Charcoal Grill & Rotisserie, as presented.  Approved 
unanimously.   

 
DEPARTMENT AND OFFICERS REPORTS 
None 
 
REPORT OF BILLS 

Motion by Trustee Meinecke, seconded by Trustee Grant to approve the 
payment of Village expenditures in the amount of $309,707.25, as 
presented.  Approved unanimously.   
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OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
CONVENE TO CLOSED SESSION 

Motion by Trustee Liss, seconded by Trustee Rieck to convene to Closed 
Session at 6:23 p.m., Pursuant to WI Statutes 19.85(1)(c) for Personnel 
Matters (Employee evaluation) and 19.85(1)(e) for Real Estate and 
Competitive Bargaining Matters (Status of negotiations – Grafton Village 
Center Loan / North Shore Academy of the Arts Lease Agreement 
Amendment / Little League Lease.)  Approved unanimously by roll call 
vote.   

 
During Closed Session, the Village Board discuss the status of negotiation associated 
with the repayment of the Village Center loan, terms of the NSAA amended lease 
agreement to include the outdoor studio area, and terms of the Grafton Little League 
lease.  The Village Board also conducted an evaluation of the Village Administrator and 
discussed his compensation for 2009. 
 
RE-CONVENE TO OPEN SESSION AND THE REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Motion by Trustee Grant, seconded by Trustee Volkert, to reconvene to 
open session and the regular order of business at 7:15 p.m.  Approved 
unanimously by roll call vote.  

 
2009 COMPENSATION FOR NON-REPRESENTED EMPLOYEE 

Motion by Trustee Volkert, seconded by Trustee Meinecke, to approve the 
2009 compensation package for the Village Administrator as presented by 
the Village President.  Approved unanimously.   

 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Trustee Rieck, seconded by Trustee Meinecke, to adjourn at 
7:16 p.m.  Approved unanimously.   


