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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 

 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

APRIL 14, 2011 

 
The Architectural Review Board meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chair 
Richard Rieck.  
 
Board members present: Thomas Richart, Richard Rieck, Tom Bartlein, Mark Paschke, 
and Frank Lorbecki.  
 
Others present: Liz and Tim Kohler of 1526 East Olive Street, Shorewood, WI; Gerald 
Smallish, 1532 11th Avenue, Grafton, WI; Michael Gruenberger of 1535 11th Avenue, 
Grafton, WI, and Tom Lawrence of 535 Majesz Hills Lane, Saukville, WI.  
 
Staff/Officials present: Building Inspector Tom Johnson, Director of Planning and 
Development Michael Rambousek and Assessment Technician Cindy Geiger. 
 

MINUTES  
Motion by Tom Bartlein, seconded by Mark Paschke, to approve the 
minutes of the March 10, 2011 Architectural Review Board Meeting, as 
presented. Approved unanimously.  

 

HEAR PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD  
None. 

 

RESIDENTIAL PLAN REVIEW  

 
10-74-03-02-000/LOT 2: SUBMITTAL OF PLANS TO MOVE A HOUSE FROM 
SHOREWOOD, WI TO A VACANT LOT BETWEEN 1532 AND 1550 11TH AVENUE  
The owners of this lot and Shorewood home, Liz and Tim Kohler were present to 
submit the architectural plans of a single family home located in Shorewood, Wisconsin 
which they are proposing to move to a vacant lot between 1532 and 1550 11th Avenue, 
Grafton, WI.  
 
Building Inspector Tom Johnson distributed  the coderegulations for moving buildings.  
 
The Board reviewed the project.  
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Four letters were submitted to the Inspection Department with concerns on this project. 
Letters were received from: Gerald and Sue Smallish, 1532 11th Avenue; Robert and 
Christine Miller, 1529 11th  Avenue; Georganna A. Johanski, 1524 11th Avenue and 
Michael and Catherine Gruenberger, 1535 11th Avenue. They were distributed to the 
Architectural Review Board members with photos Building Inspector Tom Johnson took 
of the neighboring homes.  
 

Motion by Tom Bartlein, seconded by Mark Paschke, to approve the 
architectural plans of a single family home to be moved to a vacant lot 
between 1532 and 1550 11th Avenue. Approved unanimously. 

 

COMMERCIAL PLAN REVIEW  

 
REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED ARCHITECTURAL AMENDMENTS 
TO THE APPROVED PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) FOR THE PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 1312 WISCONSIN AVENUE, KNOWN AT THE GRAFTON HOTEL 
PROPERTY  
Director of Planning and Development Michael Rambousek stated that the applicants 
are returning to the Architectural Review Board with a slight revision to the Grafton 
Hotel redevelopment project at 1312 Wisconsin Avenue. These amended plans include 
two additional apartment units in place of the previously proposed restaurant tenant 
space. Since the building will now be occupied entirely by 20 residential units, the front 
building elevation will no longer include the order window for the restaurant and the 
entire elevation will now match in overall residential design. Director Rambousek also 
indicated some slight modifications with accent bracketing.    
 
Paul Rushing and Jim Read, the project applicants, presented the amended plans for 
the Grafton Hotel to the Architectural Review Board.  
 

Motion by Mark Paschke, seconded by Frank Lorbecki, to approve the 
architectural amendments to the approved PUD (Planned Unit 
Development) for the property located at 1312 Wisconsin Avenue, known 
as the Grafton Hotel. Approved unanimously.  

 
REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF BASIC ARCHITECTURAL PRINCIPLES AND 
GUIDELINES TO BE UTILIZED BY THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT  
Director Rambousek indicated that the Architectural Review Board has reviewed this 
document several times and can now take action on the matter with all of the members 
present.  
 
Mark Paschke stated that all of his requested changes have been made.  
 
Tom Richart indicated that he would be voting no on the guidelines because he 
believes all of the current guidelines that are in place are sufficient.  
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Director Rambousek indicated that there are areas of the Village that do not have an 
established expectation for design and this would help those areas. He also stressed 
that they are guidelines. 
 

Motion by Frank Lorbecki, seconded by Tom Bartlein, to approve the 
basic architectural principles and guidelines as presented. Approved 4-1 
(T. Richart-nay)  

 

REVIEW INSPECTION AND ASSESSMENT DEPARTMENT MARCH BENCHMARK 

REPORT  
Motion by Tom Bartlein, seconded by Mark Paschke, to approve the 
Building Inspector’s March Benchmark Report as presented. Approved 
unanimously.  

 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS  
None  

 

ADJOURN  
Motion by Tom Bartlein, seconded by Frank Lorbecki, to adjourn the 
meeting at 5:40 p.m. Approved unanimously. 

 
 


