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VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
 

MAY 11, 2011 
 

The Public Safety Committee meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Chair Jim 
Grant   
 
Committee members present:  Jim Grant and David Antoine 
 
Absent:  David Liss 
 
Staff/Officials present:  Village President Jim Brunnquell, Trustees Lisa Harbeck and 
Sue Meinecke,  Chief Charles Wenten, and Administrative Assistant Pat Hofstad   
 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE HEARD 
Julie Griebel, 1737 12th Avenue, requested signage at 11th Avenue and Maple Street. 
This is a popular walkway for students to Kennedy Elementary School, and many 
vehicles do not slow when children are present, making it quite dangerous for walkers. 
There is no marked crosswalk. Kristin Gasser, a resident in the area, agreed with Ms. 
Griebel. It was also mentioned that some buses do not stop for walkers. Both residents 
requested a 4 way stop at this location. Chair Grant indicated that by state law buses 
must yield to pedestrians crossing at an intersection. 
 
Chair Grant requested Chief Wenten review pedestrian and vehicular traffic at 11th 
Avenue and Maple Street and report back with a recommendation at the June meeting. 
 
SECURITY AT MOLE CREEK PARK 
David Reindl, 468 Overland Trail, advised his residence is adjacent to Mole Creek Park, 
and his children enjoy spending time there. He is concerned with older juveniles in the 
park, especially after dark. Damage has been done to his window, and to equipment in 
the park. Signs have been placed in the park stating the park is closed at 10 p.m.; 
however, it has not detracted some of the juveniles to behave badly and scare the 
younger children away. 
 
Chief Wenten advised he will increase patrol in this area, and encouraged Mr. Reindl to 
call the Police Department with a description and location of the offender(s). 
 
REQUEST FOR SPECIAL EVENT “GRILLIN' IN GRAFTON” 
John Safstrom and Jim Brunnquell, representing Celebrate Grafton were present to 
answer any questions regarding the BBQ and music event to be held on August 20 and 
21, 2011. The road closure would be on 12th Avenue from WIS 60 to Bridge Street, and 
Bridge Street from Wisconsin Avenue to 13th Avenue. J. Safstrom advised that 48 
letters were sent to businesses and residents who would be affected by the closure. He 
has heard from only one business owner, Heim’s Shoe Store, who was concerned how 
the event would affect her business. 
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Captain Gabrish is working with the Celebrate Grafton committee on parking and traffic 
issues throughout the event. Information on available parking will be offered on their 
website. 
 

Motion by Chair Grant, seconded by Trustee Antoine, to recommend the 
Village Board approve the event, “Grillin' in Grafton” on August 20-21, 
2011, and the street closures as presented. Approved unanimously.  

 
AMEND ORDINANCE 10.36 / PARKING 
At last month’s meeting a representative from Kapco Inc. requested no parking on both 
sides of their driveway on Badger Circle, due to a lack of visibility when exiting the 
driveway. Chief Wenten said that he and the Village Engineer are in agreement the 
vehicles exiting the parking lot have to move into the traffic lane a considerable distance 
to make sure the way is clear. He recommended a 30 foot setback for no parking on 
both sides of the driveway as indicated in the draft ordinance provided. 
 
Chair Grant said that there was discussion by staff to charge back for signage; however, 
an ordinance and public hearing would be needed in order to incorporate a charge 
back, and he believed it should not be pursued at this time. Trustee Harbeck agreed, as 
did others present. 

 
Motion by Chair Grant, seconded by Trustee Antoine, to recommend the 
Village Board approve an Ordinance amending Section 10.30.010 / No 
parking at any time as presented, at no cost to the requestor. Approved 
unanimously. 
 

  
REQUEST TO RECRUIT FOR VACANT POLICE OFFICER POSITION / 
ALTERNATIVE POSITIONS 
At the May meeting, Chief Wenten was asked to research alternative or non-sworn 
positions for the Police Officer vacancy. Chief reviewed the duties of an alternate (crime 
analyses, desk officer) or non-sworn officer, and determined the volume of these tasks 
would not justify this type of position. He indicated that due to the current vacancy, the 
School Liaison Officer has had to be removed from the school to be used on patrol, and 
the Officer on the drug team has had to limit his time with the unit.  Chair Grant thanked 
Chief Wenten for researching alternate positions. 
  

Motion by Chair Grant, seconded by Trustee Antoine, to recommend the 
Village Board authorize beginning the recruitment process for one (1) 
vacant certified police officer position.  Approved unanimously. 

 
An e-mail from Trustee Liss regarding this request was read to the Committee and will 
be attached to the minutes.  There was brief discussion on the length of the recruitment 
process (approximately 6 months). 
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REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT FOR COPS GRANT 
Chief Wenten advised of the availability of a COPS grant, which would award the 
approved agency 3 years salary of a Police Officer, including benefits. This grant could 
be used for the current vacancy. Chief Wenten advised that if we are awarded this 
grant, we would not be able to drop below the amount of officers (22) for 4 years (one 
year beyond the end of the grant reimbursement period). There was brief discussion on 
the criteria needed to receive the grant. It was also noted the grant monies are not part 
of stimulus funds. 
 

Motion by Chair Grant, seconded by Trustee Antoine, to recommend the 
Village Board authorize Police personnel to submit for a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Justice for one COPS grant. Approved unanimously. 

 
REQUEST TO ACCEPT DONATION 
Chief Wenten advised that, in conjunction with our new bike patrol initiative the 
Cedarburg / Grafton Rotary Club and Local Motions Outfitters, Cedarburg, WI, has 
offered to donate a Cannanale LE2 police bicycle. In addition, Bad Brad Graphics, 
Cedarburg, WI, has offered to place our Department graphics on the bike. He said this 
is a terrific offer, and is excited about the initiative. 
 

Motion by Chair Grant, seconded by Trustee Antoine, to recommend the 
Village Board accept a donation from Local Motions Outfitters, and 
Cedarburg / Grafton Rotary Club for $825.00, and graphics from Bad Brad 
Graphics, Cedarburg, WI for $100.00.  Approved unanimously. 
 

REQUEST TO ACCEPT GRANT 
The Police Department has received a grant from Northwestern Mutual Foundation, as 
a result of their employee John Wozniak, continuing to volunteer with our agency as a 
Reserve Officer. This is the ninth year we have received this grant which is used for 
training and uniforms for our Reserve Officers. 
 

Motion by Trustee Antoine, seconded by Chair Grant, to accept a Grant 
from Northwestern Mutual Foundation for $500.00.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 

REQUEST TO CHARGE BACK COST AND INSTALLATION OF SIGNAGE 
REQUESTED BY CITIZENS 
Chair Grant requested to abandon the request to charge back costs of signage to 
citizens due to lack of information on this item. 
 
 
POLICE OFFICER OVERTIME / APRIL 
The overtime continued its trend upword. Chief Wenten advised that many officers are 
not able to take comp time off due to the vacancy and furloughs, and have been taking 
their overtime in pay. Also contributing to the increase is scheduled in-service training 



4 

 

the first quarter of this year and some illnesses. Chair Grant acknowledged that when 
there is a vacancy, overtime use does increase. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT STATISTICS / APRIL 
Chair Grant noted that 2,800 people came to the station for assistance the first 4 
months of this year. The dispatcher is the first point of contact, and he discussed 2 
lifesaving events due to the lobby being open 24 hours a day. This service adds to the 
quality of life that people move to Grafton for, and he went on record to state he will fight 
to keep the dispatch center open in Grafton.  
 
Chief Wenten stated that we are experiencing an increase in domestic violence and 
Chapter 51 emergency detention calls for service. 
 
Chief Wenten also indicated that a number of child custody exchanges are conducted in 
the Police Department lobby, some of them on third shift. 
 
Administrative Assistant Pat Hofstad advised the Committee of a recent audit conducted 
of the Police Department records by the Wisconsin Department of Justice, resulting in 
100 percent accuracy. These records are entered by Dispatchers and the Court Clerk. 
Chief Wenten advised this is the second time Grafton has had a 100 percent accuracy 
rating, and he and the Committee commended personnel on these results.  
 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Trustee Antoine, seconded by Chair Grant, to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:55 p.m. Approved unanimously. 


