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SUSTAINABILITY POLICY GUIDELINES FOR THE VILLAGE OF GRAFTON 
 
Village Board approval:  February 2, 2009 
 
Whereas the Village of Grafton has established the Sustainable Grafton Ad Hoc Committee 
to advise the Village Board on implementation of sustainable practices, including but not 
limited to: 

A. Recommend a green framework for all Grafton operations: 

 Build Green – green building, environmental development, brownfield 
redevelopment; 

 Save Green – energy efficiency; 

 Power Green – renewable energy; 

 Buy Green – village purchasing; 

 Drive Green – alternative fuel for fleet, etc.; and 

 Promote Green – recycling, environmental performance, eco-tourism. 
 
And to, 

B. Investigate and recommend policies and programs that promote sustainable 
development planning: e.g., transportation planning; urban heat island 
effects; low impact development; smart growth. 

C. Develop a comprehensive educational effort to inform residents and 
businesses of Sustainable Grafton initiatives: e.g. green meetings and events, 
green hotline, and webpage. 

D. Develop annual reporting requirements for the village and for each 
department to measure progress in implementing the Sustainable Grafton 
Program. 

 
The committee recommends that the Village Board adopt the following policy guidelines 
and that they be reviewed and updated annually. 
 
I. Development and Redevelopment:  The Village of Grafton supports using the 

United States Green Building Council’s (USGBC) Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED®)1 guidelines for the development of new village 
facilities and at the time of renovation. 

 Build Green:  New village facilities should be designed and constructed to a 
level of LEED® Silver, or its equivalent, striving for Gold level, or its 
equivalent. The village strongly recommends and encourages all commercial, 

                                                           
1 LEED® is a voluntary, consensus-based national standard for developing high-performance, sustainable buildings.  

The guidelines strive to improve the environmental and economic performance of commercial buildings using 
established and/or advanced industry principles, practices, materials and standards. 
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retail, and industrial development within the village to follow the LEED® 
guidelines.   
 

Development and Redevelopment:  (cont.)  
Current (9/08) LEED® guidelines encompass the construction of new 
buildings, commercial interiors, building core and shell, schools and new 
homes. 

 
 LEED® guidelines in pilot (9/08) include retail, neighborhood development, 

and healthcare construction.  At such time as these guidelines are approved 
by the USGBC, the Village of Grafton will support and strongly encourage 
their use. 

 
 
II. Operations and Maintenance:  The Village of Grafton supports using the United 

States Green Building Council’s (USGBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED®)2 guidelines for the renovation and operation of existing village 
facilities. 

 Save Green:  Existing village facilities should be renovated and operated to a 
level of LEED® Silver, or its equivalent, striving for Gold level, or its 
equivalent.  The village strongly recommends and encourages all commercial, 
retail, and industrial development within the village to follow the LEED® 
guidelines for existing buildings.   

 
 
III. Energy:  The Village of Grafton will implement cost-effective policies and 

programs that enhance opportunities for individuals, businesses and public 
organizations to conserve energy and convert to renewable resources. 

 Save Green:  The village will set goals for the use of non-renewable energy 
that are consistent with state and Federal regulations. 

 Power Green:  The village is encouraged to support private sector decisions 
to use renewable energy, encourage use of local renewable energy resources 
where economical, and consider use of future options for renewable energy 
so that they may be developed when they become cost effective.  The village 
of Grafton may pursue options such as We-Energies ‘Energy for Tomorrow’ 
program. 

 

                                                           
2 LEED® is a voluntary, consensus-based national standard for developing high-performance, sustainable buildings.  

The guidelines strive to improve the environmental and economic performance of commercial buildings using 
established and/or advanced industry principles, practices, materials and standards. 
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IV. Greenhouse Gas Emissions:  The village may consider initiatives which will 
identify and implement cost-effective actions that reduce the community’s 
contribution to total global greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Save Green:  The initial goal is to conform to state and Federal regulations.  
 
 
V. Water Use and Conservation: The Village of Grafton will promote the 

conservation of water resources through water quality protection, public 
education, monitoring and policies that promote appropriate water usage. 

 Build Green:  Low-water use landscaping compatible with vegetation types native to 
the Milwaukee River ecosystem area and the use of natural rainwater for irrigation, 
consistent with state water law, will be encouraged. New development and 
redevelopment designed to conserve water will be encouraged.   

 Promote Green:  The village will encourage the use of phosphorous-free fertilizers. 

 Save Green:  The village will pursue a water conservation program designed to 
minimize water waste and reduce water use during peak demand periods. Recycling 
techniques, water pricing, improved plumbing methods and fixtures, and efficient 
site design will also be encouraged. 
 
 

VI. Stormwater Management:  The Village of Grafton will actively support efforts that 
protect our waters and sensitive environmental receptors from sediment and pollutants 
in stormwater runoff. While stormwater discharges from industrial and construction 
sites are regulated, the village will promote and recognize efforts that reach beyond 
simply meeting local, State, and Federal requirements.  

 Build Green: The development or redevelopment of industrial and commercial sites 
in the village should implement Best Management Practices that “slow and control 
the flow” of stormwater. The village will encourage architecture and landscape 
design that include innovative ways to handle stormwater, such as green roofs, rain 
barrels, rain gardens, cisterns, pervious pavements, buffers, on-site infiltration 
areas, naturalized ponds, and other sustainable concepts.  

 Promote Green: The village will pursue the promotion of public awareness that 
water is a vital natural resource. The village will set the example to “disconnect” 
pipe flow and “reconnect” with systems that mimic the natural water cycle, protect 
the resource, and recharge the local aquifer by using, for example, innovative 
methods of stormwater management listed above.   

 
 
VII. Waste Minimization and Recycling: The Village of Grafton will actively pursue 

and support programs and activities that reduce the amount of waste that must 
be landfilled or burned.  Policies will emphasize source reduction, reuse, 
composting, recycling and the use of materials with recycled content. 
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 Save Green:  It is the goal of the village to reduce solid waste produced in the 
village by achieving a 50% waste diversion level.  Higher goals may be set by 
Village Board from time to time as it is deemed feasible and desirable.  Only 
as a last resort should a waste be buried or burned. 
 

Waste Minimization and Recycling: (cont.) 

 Promote Green: The village will develop recycling programs, policies and 
infrastructure that encourage and support the recycling and reuse of 
recyclable materials.  

 Buy Green:  The village will create and maintain a relevant Environmental 
Purchasing Policy that promotes markets for recycled commodities, 
promotes the preferential purchase of recycled products for government 
use, and encourages the use of products and services that are durable, 
repairable, reusable, recyclable and economically viable. 

 
 
VIII. Reduction of Use and Safe Disposal of Hazardous Materials:  The village will work to 

reduce use and ensure safe disposal of hazardous materials in village operations, 
residences and businesses. 

 Promote Green:  Information will be provided for businesses and households about 
non-toxic alternatives, pollution prevention and responsible use and disposal of 
hazardous materials.  Use of a household hazardous waste collection facility will be 
made available to all residents. 

 
 
IX. Integrated Pest Management:  The village will encourage efforts, both public and 

private, to reduce the use of pesticides (herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, avicides and 
rodenticides). 

 Buy Green:  In its own practices, the village commits to the use of integrated pest 
management practices, which emphasizes the selection of the most 
environmentally-sound approach to pest management with the overall goal of 
reducing and, where possible, eliminating the dependence on chemical pest-control 
strategies. When public health risks are identified, the village will balance the 
impacts and risks to the residents and the environment when choosing control 
measures. 
 
 

X. Invasive Species Management:  Invasive Species Management:  The village will 
promote efforts, both public and private, to prevent the introduction or cultivation of 
invasive plant and animal species and will seek to control their spread.  High priority will 
be given to managing invasive species that have, or potentially could have, a substantial 
impact on village and county resources, or that can reasonably be expected to be 
successfully controlled. 
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 Promote Green: The village will implement landscaping practices using native plant 
species and turf minimization, and will encourage residences and businesses to do 
the same.   Educational materials will be available at appropriate municipal 
locations.  These materials will provide guidelines to landowners and business 
owners on invasive species identification and management options.     

 
 
XI. Outdoor Lighting/Light Pollution:  The village will encourage the efficient use of 

outdoor lighting to reduce light pollution and conserve energy while providing for public 
safety. The village will seek to provide a nighttime environment that includes the ability 
to view the stars against a dark sky so that people can see the Milky Way Galaxy from 
residential and other appropriate viewing areas.  

 Save Green:  Measures such as using more energy efficient lights, ensuring that the 
level of outdoor lighting is appropriate to the application, minimizing glare, and 
using shielding techniques to direct light downward will be encouraged. 

 
 
XII. Transportation:  The sustainable and energy efficient transportation practices being 

promoted by the Village of Grafton have been developed recognizing the importance of 
efficient access to jobs, services, retail centers, industrial areas, and large regional 
metropolitan areas.  Sustainable and energy efficient transportation practices are 
applicable to village departments and services as well as to the citizens of Grafton.  By 
reducing average trip length and vehicle travel time, and by encouraging multimodal 
transportation usage, the economy of the region becomes more time and resource 
efficient.  To achieve the objective of green transportation, the Village of Grafton will: 

 Plan Green:  Encourage development of the infrastructure for alternative fuels. 

 Buy Green:  Establish policies that prioritize fuel economy when purchasing new 
equipment.  Encourage and evaluate the purchase of new vehicles that use 
alternative fuels such as hybrid, electric, and flex-fuel vehicles, and work to convert 
existing vehicles to use such fuels.   

 Build Green:  Require new development to facilitate safe and efficient avenues for 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic throughout the village and to facilitate pedestrian and 
bicycle traffic to centers of mass transit. 

 Promote Green:  Promote the use of the regional mass transit system and develop a 
ride-share system on the village web page. 

 
XIII. Education: The village recognizes the need for and value of educational outreach efforts 

in promoting sustainable and energy efficient practices.   

 Promote Green:  In addition to the village newsletter, educational resources will be 
integrated into the Village of Grafton website designed to meet the needs of 
residents, businesses and organizations within the village, providing them with 
information on best practices, funding sources, and educational opportunities 
(conferences, workshops, and other resources).  From time to time the village may 
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organize specific educational workshops or conferences to provide educational 
opportunities to its citizens. 

 

 


